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Introduction 


I have lived for over 40 years now and I have lived the way that seemed right, 
and the way God’s Word, His Counsel, the Bible, God’s Manual for all Men 
and Women has prescribed. After bumping my head numerous of times (and 
stopping and starting over) I found out that God’s Word, His Counsel is the best 
way. I am not claiming to have attained all there is to know about the Counsel 
of the Lord, because I am still growing, and yet learning every day. 
Nevertheless, I just wanted to share with you some off my experiences, as well 
as other people experiences that have helped me be successful along the way. 
In success, even more clearly now I understand when the writer in Ecclesiastes 
wrote: 


There is no new thing under the sun. The thing that hath been, it is that which 
shall be; and that which is done is that which shall be done: and there is no 
new thing under the sun. 
Ecclesiastes 1:9 

Why do I clearly understand the Ecclesiastes writer, you might ask? Simply 
because there has been many family members, friends, authors, writers, 
motivational speakers, preachers, professors and teachers, whose books I have 
read, speeches I have heard, class rooms and congregations I have sat in that 
have deposited so much wisdom, knowledge and understanding into my life. 
And I am truly grateful for all of the people God has and still is placing in my 
life. So if while writing this book I fail to mention or reference you please 
forgive me because over 40 years my memory is not as it was twenty years ago 
or so. I am not writing to be famous, I am not writing to be rich or to be well- 
known. I am simply writing to help, remind and enlighten someone as I have 
been helped, reminded and enlightened by God’s Word, His Counsel, and in 
the end give God all the praise, all the honor and all the glory. 
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THE COUNSEL OF THE LORD 


Chapter 1 
God’s Word, His Counsel 





This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate 
therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is 
written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou 
shalt have good success. 


Joshua 1:8 


The Counsel of the Lord is the Word of God to all men and women. Also known 
as the Bible. God talks to us in many ways but one of the main and most assured 
ways is through His Word. God’s Word counsels us on how to interact with all 
types of people, in all types of relationships and in all types of situations. In a 
family God’s Word counsels and demonstrates how to be respectful sons and 
daughters, praying brothers and sisters as well as patient forgiving and loving 
parents. In a marriage God’s Word counsels and demonstrates to us how to be 
loving husbands and loving wives. If we are a boss or an employee God’s Word 
counsels and demonstrates to us how to communicate to one another and be 
like minded working together toward the same goal. I could give you example 
after example how important God’s Word, His Counsel is important to us if we 
are going to be successful men and women. 


The word successful has many meanings and synonyms when referencing the 
Merriam-Webster dictionary. Yet in the scripture above in Joshua 1:8, I would 
like us to focus on “For then thou shalt make thy way prosperous”. 


Often when we hear the word prosperous, because of the society that we live in 
the first thing that comes to our mind is rich in money. Yet, we can prosper in 
so many other ways than just having a lot of money. We can prosper in our 
health. We can prosper at the talents and skills God gives us. We can prosper 
in whatever our hands find to do. And while we are doing what our hands find 
to do, God can give us witty ideas and new inventions. Furthermore, we can 
prosper and find favor in our interactions and relationships with people. And of 
course we can prosper in our bank accounts. Furthermore, when we prosper the 
way God wants us to prosper we will have no lack, nothing missing and nothing 
broken. 


The blessing of the Lord, it maketh rich, and He addeth no sorrow with it. 
Proverbs 10:22 


Nevertheless, in our moments of prosperity and success we have to be careful 
not to let pride, arrogance or self, think that it has achieved what God has 
achieved through us. We should always be careful to give God all the praise, 
all the glory, and all the honor, because it is He that has made us and not 
ourselves. When we put God first, prosperity and success is placed in its proper 
place and that is what will makes us successful. 


Know ye that the Lord He is God: it is He that hath made us, and not we 
ourselves; we are His people, and the sheep of His pasture. 


Psalms 100:3 


This leads us to a very important question. How often shall I read or listen to 
God’s Counsel? Our answer to this question can also be found in Joshua 1:8. 
This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shall meditate 
there in day and night. The word day and night means just what it says in other 
words all the time. Now how can we meditate if we are driving, or working, or 


at school or in an important meeting, or cooking, or cleaning house and 
handling life affairs. God Word, His Counsel has already given us the answer. 


Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee. 
Psalms 119:11 


Nestled in the book of Psalms 119:11, gives us evidence that we can hide God’s 
Word, His Counsel in our heart. Why in our Heart? Because if we put it in our 
mind it can go in one ear and out the other. If we put it in a pair of jeans we can 
change clothes wash and dry them and forget. If we put it in a wallet or purse it 
can be lost or stolen. So God knows. How? Where? When? And to What extent 
to hide and place His Word in our heart. There are many ways and avenues God 
can hide His Word, His Counsel in our heart. Just to name a few: through 
reading the Bible or listening to an audio Bible, attending a church service, 
watching a church service, reading Christian material, or through a testimony 
from anyone. God knows what we need, when we need, what we need and He 
knows how to meet us at the point of our need. 


The words day and night could also be considered as seasons. The day meaning 
when everything is good and we can see our way. The night meaning when 
everything is going wrong and we can’t put one foot in front of the other. 


To everything there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: 
Ecclesiastes 3:1 


God’s Word, His Counsel lets us know in Ecclesiastes 3:1, to everything there 
is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven. Therefore in all 
seasons we should be meditating on God’s Word, His Counsel. The word 
meditate according to Meriam-Webster means to focus one's thought on 
something and to reflect on or ponder over that same something. The Word 


focus and reflect is also the same as look. Let’s look in the book of Hebrews 
12:1-2. 


Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset 
us, and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus 
the Author and Finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before Him 
endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the 
throne of God. 


Hebrews 12:1-2 


Here in God’s Word, His Counsel tells us what to focus and reflect on. His 
Word. In the John 1:1-3. 


In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
God. The same was in the beginning with God. All things were made by Him; 
and without Him was not anything made that was made. 


John 1:1-3 


God’s Word, His Counsel lets us know that He and His Word was in the 
beginning. His Word, His Counsel is one. All things have been made by Him 
and without Him was not anything made that was made. So that makes Him, 
God the Manufacturer of all things. So God’s Word, His Counsel is similar to 
talking to the service manager or reading the manufactures book. For example, 
when we have a Ford Truck and it doesn’t start we don’t call and talk to the 
Dodge Truck service manager. That would be a waste of time. We would call 
the Ford Truck service manager and he or she would look in the Ford Truck 
manufactures book and find out why the truck won’t start. As it is in the natural, 
so it is in the spiritual. We were created by God so we can be prosperous, 
successful and serviceable. And in order to be prosperous, successful and 


serviceable, we have to continually focus, look, meditate and reflect on God’s 
Word, His Counsel. So let’s remember to hide Joshua 1:8 in our heart. 


This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt meditate 
therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all that is 
written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then thou 
shalt have good success. 


Joshua 1:8 


Chapter 2 
The Counsel of the Lord Shall Stand 





There are many devices in a man's heart; nevertheless The Counsel of the Lord, 
that shall stand. 


Proverbs 19:2] 


There are five words that we need to focus on in this Proverb. First man, second 
heart, third counsel, fourth Lord, fifth and finally stand. Moreover there is a 
sixth word that’s plural, devices. The reason devices did not stick out to me 
while writing this book because there can be a whole best seller written on 
devices. 


First let us consider the word man. Whenever you see the word man depending 
on the context it is used in, in any sentence structure it can represent mankind: 
a male and a female, man or women, boy or girl or just a boy, male or man in 
general. The Bible, God’s Word, His Counsel teaches us that we as man and 
female are made in the image of God, but we are not God. And since we are not 
God we are frail and we have fears. We are prone to make mistakes, we can say 
one thing one moment and the next moment change our mind and do something 
else. We can have all the intentions in the world to do something yet fail. We 
all have feelings and at times we can get caught up in our feelings. And although 
God has given us five good senses, we sometimes have what is called false 
senses. For example, God’s Word says one thing but, we see the same thing 
another way. Yet God’s Word, His Counsel requires faith and faith is not what 
we see when we are impatient. So, impatiently we try to make faith happen 
other than waiting on God’s timing. Also known as the way that seems right. 


There is a way which seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the 
ways of death. 


Proverbs 14:12 


Now that we know we can fail, and man can fail, just no that God never fails. 
In fact God’s Word, His Counsel lets us know that God is not a man and He 
cannot lie. His Counsel also assures us that if God says it, in His Word, His 
Counsel, His Will, the Bible and we meet the criteria of God hearing us: 
whatsoever we ask, we will have the petitions that we desired of Him. 


God is not a man that He should lie; neither the son of man that He should 
repent: hath He said, and shall He not do it? Or hath He spoken, and shall He 
not make it good? 


Numbers 23:19 


And this is the confidence that we have in Him that, if we ask any thing 
according to his will, He heareth us: And if we know that He hear us, 
whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of Him. 


I John 5:14-15 


***God’s Word, His Counsel informs us that God heareth not a sinner but 
if any man be a worshipper of God, He heareth him. For your time of study 
with God please Read John chapter 9 to see the difference between a sinner 
and worshiper of God. *** 


Now we know that God heareth not sinners: but if any man be a worshipper of 
God, and doeth his will, Him he heareth. 


John 9:31 


The second word that we should consider is the heart. The heart, according to 
the Bible, is part of man's or a woman’s spirit. The heart is also known as the 
place where emotions and desires begin. The heart is the spiritual key that starts 


the will of man and women towards action. God’s Word, His Counsel sheds 
light in the scripture below. 


The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know 
it 


Jeremiah 17:9 


For from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts, adulteries, 
fornications, murders, Thefts, covetousness, wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, 
an evil eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness: 


Mark 7:21-22 


Before the heart was considered wicked and evil. And when God first made 
man “Adam” and woman “Eve” and put them in the Garden of Eden. The heart 
of man and woman was pure toward God and in the eyes of God. Until, both 
man and woman disobeyed God’s Word, His Counsel. ***Please read Genesis 
chapter 2, chapter 3 and chapter 4 the story of Adam and Eve***. Furthermore, 
those chapters explain what we call the fall of man and woman. It enlightens us 
on why God had to create a way to bring us back in right standing with Him. 
To make a long story short, since God is a spirit He sent His spirit in a human 
form called Jesus not born of man or woman but of the Holy Spirit to live and 
demonstrate how we should live and walk as God’s children. After Jesus 
fulfilled His time on earth He, Jesus died on a cross for the sins of the whole 
world. When I say world that means you and me it doesn’t matter what color 
what race, how bad me are you were or what you and me did in our past Jesus 
died for us all. 


For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 


John 3:16 


Now men and women everywhere can repent which means: to ask God for 
forgiveness for all the things we have done wrong that was not pleasing to Him. 
And repent to the means we let God know we will not do it no more. After we 
repent, we confess with our mouth that we believe Jesus died on the cross for 
all of our sins and then we ask God to save us. 


But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: 
that is, the Word of faith, which we preach; That if thou shalt confess with thy 
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him 
from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. For the 
scripture saith, whosoever believeth on Him shall not be ashamed. For there is 
no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich 
unto all that call upon Him. For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved. 


Romans 10:8-13 


If you have never repented and asked God to save you by believing He sent His 
only begotten Son Jesus Christ to die for your sins, now is a good time to repent 
and ask Him to save you. Now that we are saved we need some power to stay 
saved. We need God’s presence and direction on the inside of us so we can 
love, talk and walk and live the way God want us to as His dear children. What 
we need is the Holy Spirit also known as the Holy Ghost. And all we have to 
do is ask God for the Holy Spirit and God said He would give it to us. 


But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye 
shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 


Acts 1:8 
If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much 
more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him? 
Luke 11:1 
After we ask for the Holy Spirit God through His Word will make us new 
creatures. God takes out our old disobedient, stony heart and gives us a heart of 
flesh that we might do those things pleasing in His sight. 


Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed 
away; behold, all things are become new. 

2 Corinthians 5:17 
A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I 
will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you a heart of 
flesh. And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, 
and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them. 

Ezekiel 36:26-27 

Although God’s Word, His Counsel lets us know that our hearts are wicked He 
can give us a new heart without performing heart surgery through His Word, 
His Counsel. 


Which brings us to the third word we should consider counsel. According to 
the Merriam-Webster dictionary counsel simply means advice. When you get 
counsel from the Bible, God’s Word, His Counsel you have what we call Godly 
Counsel or Good Counsel. Also another word for counsel is direction. How 
important are good directions especially when we are pressing for time or when 
we get caught in a traffic jam? Good directions are very important when it’s our 
first time assembling furniture, going to a new location, a new city, taking on a 
new venture or a new job. How important is good advice when we are in a 
competition against another team? We both can answer all of these questions 
very important. Why? Because most if not all of the time we only have one shot 
or a few minutes before we either get an opportunity or ever get the same 
opportunity again. That is where we have to learn to not just hide but trust God’s 
Counsel in our heart. 
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Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own 
understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct thy paths. 


Proverbs 3:5-6 


I will be the first to admit there were numerous of times when my wife and I 
have purchased a piece of furniture. And instead of reading the assembly 
instruction manual I have taken all of the bolts, nuts, parts, screws and tools out 
of the box only to try to look at the picture on the box and put it together. After 
bumping my head numerous of times. Taking furniture apart and putting it back 
together again. I have learned to take my time, be patient and read the assembly 
instruction manual first. If it is a big task I read the assembly instruction manual 
more than once and even sleep on it and wait to the next day to assemble the 
big task. Nowadays we have internet, and social media pictures and videos 
which can also give us advice, tips and directions to help us in certain situations. 
Thank God for the technology He has provided us it makes some things, most 
problems and a lot of situations, we run into faster and easier to understand. 
Nevertheless, as we get older we learn that time is precious and we really don’t 
have it to waste. That is why it is important for us to take the time to read and 
listen to God’s Word, His Counsel because it is good advice it will save us time, 
money and heartache. The Bible is similar to the assembly instruction manual. 
Although we read the manual step by step and think we have a better idea or it 
seems like it should go this way, we find out if we trust God’s Word, His 
Counsel everything will not only be successful but we will also prosper in every 
area of our life. Furthermore, we will shine like a brand new piece of furniture 
put together picture perfect like the manufacture Himself God. 


Our fourth word to consider in this chapter is Lord. Notice the word Lord is a 
capital ‘L’. Why we might ask? Because there are many lords but there can only 
be one Lord of the Universe and He is God. A man in the Bible, in God’s Word 
and in His Counsel, named David was a king. Although he was a king, King 
David was a musician who wrote songs, prayed prayers and song both songs 
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and prayers unto God. Although he wrote, prayed and sung songs, throughout 
his kingship, King David was very successful, very prosperous and the Bible 
lets us know he was fair to look at or good looking. Although he was successful 
and prosperous, King David had enough sense and knew who to call on when 
he needed counsel. King David also knew who to call on when he was in 
trouble. Even though King David was king he was still a man. And we know 
man can make mistakes. And although King David made mistakes he knew 
who to ask and how to ask for forgiveness. Moreover, that person that David 
knew and David talked too, and David ask for forgiveness he called, “Lord”. 
According to God’s Word Lord is another name for the almighty God. And 
anytime King David called on the Lord out of a pure heart God answered. Now 
don’t get me to lying like most folks do at funerals. There were times when 
King David actions did not resemble right standing with God or even if he knew 
God. Nevertheless, the prophets, scribes and Bible scholars still penned King 
David as a man after God’s own heart. Now, no way am I condoning David 
actions or boasting and some of the things he did. No not by a stretch of the 
imagination. But, I am thankful and grateful that some of Kings David 
biography is in the Bible, God’s Word, His Counsel, Godly advice so we might 
be successful like David without making the same mistakes as King David 
made. 


I will bless the Lord, who hath given me counsel: my reins also instruct me in 
the night seasons. 


Psalms 16:7 


David explains in Psalms 16:7. His gratitude to God who gives him counsel, 
direction and instruction when he doesn’t know where to turn. And God will 
do the same for us. Below in Psalms 18:2, David praises God for being his 
protection, deliverer, strength and the one who gives him victory over his inner 
and outer foes. 
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The Lord is my Rock, and my Fortress, and my Deliverer; my God, my Strength, 
in whom I will trust; my Buckler, and the horn of my Salvation, and my High 
Tower. 


Psalms 18:2 


Below in Psalms 19:7-11 David explains how the Bible, God’s Word, His 
Counsel is perfect law that is clean fear. His Counsel is desired like gold and 
endures forever. God’s Counsel is enlightening to our eyes and are known to 
be pure commandments, simple to the wise, true and righteous judgement and 
taste sweeter than the honey in the honeycomb. Then David finished Psalms 
19, off by saying His Counsel is good advice and good warning and when we 
keep them we will be successful and have a great reward. ***Please read the 
whole Psalm Chapter 19 in your spare time it will bless your soul. *** 


The law of the Lord is perfect, converting the soul: the testimony of the Lord is 
sure, making wise the simple. The statutes of the Lord are right, rejoicing the 
heart: the commandment of the Lord is pure, enlightening the eyes. The fear of 
the Lord is clean, enduring forever: the judgments of the Lord are true and 
righteous altogether. More to be desired are they then gold, yea, than much fine 
gold: sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. Moreover by them is thy 
servant warned: and in keeping of them there is great reward. 


Psalms 19:7-11 


There are many great Psalms that David wrote but none more vivid and easily 
to be understood then Psalms 23. 


The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not want. He maketh me to lie down in green 
pastures: He leadeth me beside the still waters. He restoreth my soul: He 
leadeth me in the paths of righteousness for His name's sake. Yea, though I walk 
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for Thou art with 
me; Thy rod and Thy staff they comfort me. Thou preparest a table before me 
in the presence of mine enemies: Thou anointest my head with oil; my cup 
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runneth over. Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my 
life: and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. 


Psalms 23 


Our fifth and final word to consider gives us a greater understanding to what 
we can believe, trust and stand on. The word stand is elementary. We learned 
this before or in pre-school. It means to stand up straight and it also means to 
stand on something. On a windy day when we stand up, if it’s a very windy 
day we might not be able to stand straight or stand still for the force of the wind. 
And other times depending on the shape and surface of the ground it might be 
hard to stand or stand on. There is a figure of speech were someone says that 
they can’t stand a particular person or thing. But it is not that they can’t stand 
the person or the thing but it is something about that person or that thing that 
someone don’t like or don’t understand. But what we are referring to in this 
scripture is believing, trusting and taking God’s Word, His Counsel to heart and 
not wavering or doubting. In the particular scripture here below God shows us 
how we can stand. 


Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God that ye may be able to 
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. Stand therefore, having 
your loins girt about with truth, and having on the breastplate of righteousness; 


Ephesians 6:13-14 


In God’s Word, His Counsel in the last chapter of Ephesians it is written that 
we as God’s children should take the whole armor of God not just in the evil 
day but every day. The church folks of old use to say take Lord along with you 
everywhere you go. In other words they were saying focus and meditate on 
God’s Word, His Counsel and remember Proverbs 3:5-6, trust in Him and 
acknowledge him in everything to be successful. And remember. 
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There are many devices in a man's heart; nevertheless the counsel of the Lord, 
that shall stand. 


Proverbs 19:2] 
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Chapter 3 


God’s Manual for Men and Women 





All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for 
reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness: That the man of God 
may be perfect, thoroughly furnished unto all good works. 


2 Timothy 3:16-17 


When God created man from the dust of the earth He knew that He would have 
to also create a manual for man. Not only did He create the man, but He saw 
that the man was lonely. So God put him to sleep and made man a companion 
called woman out of the man’s rib. Furthermore, not only did He have to make 
a manual for the man He had to have one for the woman too. That is how and 
why the Bible was created. The Bible known as Basic Instructions Before 
Leaving Earth. The Bible is the Man’s and Woman’s Manual, God’s Word, His 
Counsel for us all. And if we allow it to, it will lead us all the way from earth 
to glory. 


**% Please read the story of how God created man and woman Genesis 
Chapter 1, 2, 3*** 


In God’s Word, His Counsel, God lets us know that all scripture is given by 
inspiration of God. In other words, all scripture came directly from His spirit to 
our spirit. Although it might have been written by Holy men touched by God’s 
Spirit. It is considered His Word, His Counsel, God’s Manual for Men and 
Women. 


God, who at sundry times and in divers manners spake in time past unto the 
fathers by the prophets, 


16 


Hebrews 1:1 


For the prophecy came not in old time by the will of man: but holy men of God 
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost. 


2 Peter 1:2] 


God’s Manual for Men and Women was not put together over night for men 
and women sake. Nevertheless, God already knew what was needed in the 
manual, but, God is a spirit and the only way He could get the manual to earth 
is through willing and obedient vessels who was ready to hear from Him. That 
is why it took years to get it to the edition where it is now. Just like any other 
updated automobile manual. For example a Ford Truck built in 1970 is different 
from a Ford Truck model built in the year 2020. Both trucks are built for 
transportation and to get you and me from point one point to the next. Yet, every 
year Ford Mechanics gain more knowledge and understanding and they build 
Ford Trucks that are faster, more powerful and more efficient. Although Ford 
Mechanics discover new ways to create a better Ford Truck they still use the 
same Ford Truck Manual that was used in the beginning. They just simply 
update the Ford Truck Manual every time they update the Ford Truck. God’s 
Manual, the Bible is similar because every time God said, whatever God said 
was written in God’s Manual the Bible was updated. And God finished the 
Bible after He sent His only begotten Son Jesus who died on the cross for our 
sins. Therefore, once Jesus died men and women could be brought back to our 
original right standing with God before Adam’s and Eve’s disobedience. And 
God sealed the Bible with witnesses and eye-witnesses of accounts of Holy men 
and women. Examples being the disciples, the First Church and a Roman 
citizen convert called Paul. After God sealed the manual it became quicken. 
And the word quicken simply means alive. Therefore making the Bible the 
Living Word. Living meaning that it was created for all times, all seasons and 
all years. That is why every time we read God’s Word it is the same word but 
it sheds more light, it changes to give us detours and direction and meet our 
needs in the proper times and proper seasons. Ever since then God did not have 


17 


to do any more updates on the Bible, God’s Word, God’s Manual for Man and 
for Women. 


Nevertheless, as men and women got wiser and did not want to obey the first 
manual that God had created; they began making revisions and updates of the 
original manual that God had created. That is why we have many revisions of 
the original manual that God had created. Now, I am not one to tell you which 
manual or Bible you should read, but, the main Bible I read is the original 
manual or Bible the KJV or King James Versions. Some people say they don’t 
understand that version and they read the NKJV New King James Version. 
Others say they need an easy version or ERV Easy to Read Version. I can’t tell 
you what version to read. But what I can tell you is that choosing a Bible version 
is similar to what a soft drink company did years ago. 


There was a soft drink company that went from selling the first soft drink called 
Classic or the Original soft drink to selling the same soft drink with 
modifications. And many customers could tell the difference because the 
Classic or Original soft drink was stronger than the newer soft drink they made. 
Moreover, when the soft drink company start losing revenues and stocks they 
brought back the Classic or Original soft drink. And similar to this soft drink 
company’s Classic or Original, the original is always stronger than the newer 
or modified version in most instances. In other words, The King James Version 
Bible has more substance and is stronger than any other revision of the Bible. 
Because with every update and revision of the King James Version of the Bible 
some of the words and meanings lost its original strength. Now, if I had to 
recommend you to read the Bible, God’s Word, His Counsel, I would 
recommend the KJV Version Bible with a dictionary if you do not understand 
the definitions of the words. If you do not understand any words or scriptures 
ask God to make it plain. I have often heard preachers say that God will make 
it so plain that a fool will understand. As a matter of fact God wants us to Ask. 
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Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you: For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh 
findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. 


Matthew 7:7-8 


God’s Word, His Counsel, the Bible our manual is also profitable for correction, 
for instruction in righteousness. That is simple and understandable. The more 
we have God’s Word, His Counsel in our heart the less we will have to be 
corrected. God’s Counsel is like a correctional facility. As we read and get a 
greater understanding of what is written on the pages, we know more about our 
boundaries, freedoms, promises, we understand right from wrong and truth 
from counterfeit. I don’t know about you but that is considered a blessing and 
a privilege. Simply because many do not read or have not heard and don’t know 
their boundaries, freedoms, promises and have to learn the hard way. But we 
are considered God’s privileged Children. And we get to receive Blessed 
Counseling that detours us from trouble before trouble detours us. Many have 
to learn in jail, pay hefty fines or bump their head numerous times. Yet we have 
the privilege of God’s Word, His Counsel, because God loves us enough to 
chasten us betimes. 


For whom the Lord loveth He chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom He 
receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what 
son is he whom the father chasteneth not? But if ye be without chastisement, 
whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons. Furthermore we 
have had fathers of our flesh which corrected us, and we gave them reverence: 
shall we not much rather be in subjection unto the Father of spirits, and live? 
For they verily for a few days chastened us after their own pleasure; but He for 
our profit, that we might be partakers of his holiness. Now no chastening for 
the present seemeth to be joyous, but grievous: nevertheless afterward it 
yieldeth the peaceable fruit of righteousness unto them which are exercised 
thereby. 
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Hebrews 12:6-11 


What is betimes? Have you ever been in a store and seen children throwing a 
fit, crying out loud, fussing at their parents? Mainly for public attention. We 
all have seen it. In fact we were probably the child or the parent at one point in 
time in our life. Now, note that same child that threw the fit, not only 
embarrassed themselves but also their parents in public. The reason for the 
embarrassment, fit thrown, crying out loud and fussing is because their parents 
did not chasten them betimes or before time. If the child’s parent had chasten 
them at home where they could not draw any attention, there would have been 
no embarrassment, no fit threw or no crying out loud. Now some parents will 
sit there calm, but not my mom or my dad. My parents would have gotten the 
closes thing that look like a belt, they would have gotten loud and threw a fit 
with me and tore my narrow behind up. One lady I know said her momma 
would have hit her in the mouth. But, aren’t you glad that God is a loving, 
caring Father who chastens us betimes or before time so we don’t have to be 
embarrassed or have our parents embarrassed. That is why in the scripture 
below what is considered part of the Lord’s Supper in the 11 chapter of 1 
Corinthians verses 28-32 God’s Word, His Counsel admonishes that we read 
or listen to His Manual the Bible and examine ourselves. We should not be like 
the old lady who went to church and a young lady asked her, “How was Church 
today?” and the old lady replied, “the Preacher whooped all the other members 
real good today.” We should always read and listen as God is talking directly 
to us. 


But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of that bread, and drink of 
that cup. For he that eateth and drinketh unworthily, eateth and drinketh 
damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord's body. For this cause many are 
weak and sickly among you, and many sleep. For if we would judge ourselves, 
we should not be judged. But when we are judged, we are chastened of the Lord, 
that we should not be condemned with the world. 


20 


1 Corinthians 11:28-32 


When we read or listen to God’s Word, His Counsel, the Bible, God’s Manual 
for Man and Woman it is like looking in a mirror at our self. A good example, 
is before we leave the house we look in the mirror to make sure our face is 
clean. We ensure we have no matter in our eyes or buggers in our nose and 
certainly no crust around our lips because we want to look presentable to the 
public. The same way it is with the Bible, God do not want His children’s 
looking like who did it? What for? And don’t want to do it no more. God want 
us to be beautiful, handsome, and on our absolutely best behavior. Because we 
represent Him in the earth. When people see us they see God. He wants us to 
look good, smell good, dress the best and have a loving and beautiful spirit one 
toward another. 


Wherefore lay apart all filthiness and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive 
with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls. But be ye 
doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving your own Selves. For if any 
be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is like unto a man beholding his 
natural face in a glass: For he beholdeth himself, and goeth his way, and 
straightway forgetteth what manner of man he was. But whoso looketh into the 
perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, 
but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. 


James 1:21-25 


God’s Manual for Man and Woman, the Bible wants to per-fect us thoroughly 
so that we will have all the tools for all good works. Notice and the scripture 
below in the 12 chapter of Romans verses 1-2. God’s Word, His Counsel tells 
us that we have some things to do. Number one, present our bodies a living 
sacrifice. He is not talking about killing ourselves. But every time we read or 
listen to His Counsel and we find ourselves doing the opposite of what His 
Word says we need to correct it. And the more we correct ourselves the more 
we will become Holy. And when we are Holy we are acceptable unto God. 
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Then God lets us know when we correct ourselves and become acceptable unto 
Him. We become more Holy and that is just our reasonable service. And the 
reason God’s Counsel says it is our reasonable service is so that we want get 
prideful or walk around with a big head. But we should be humble and thankful 
that God gave us a moment of clarity and we are now in right standing with 
Him. Then God finishes by saying do not let any outside influences change 
you’re Holiness. And let us continue in His Word, His Counsel, the Bible, 
God’s Manual for Man and Woman because this is not a sprint or a marathon 
this is a lifelong lesson. The saints of old use to sing, “I am on the battlefield 
for my Lord, and I promised Him that I, I would serve Him till I die, I am on 
the battlefield for my Lord. 


I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God, which is your reasonable 
service. And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the 
renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, 
and perfect, will of God. 


Romans 12: 1-2 
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Chapter 4 
Spirit Man Counsel 





For the word of God [is] quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged 
sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints 
and marrow, and [is] a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 


Hebrews 4:12 


God’s Word, His Counsel knows: When? How? Where? And the Intents of 
each and every one of our hearts. God’s Word lets us know that we are to go to 
a church service with a body of believers. 


Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; 
but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day 
approaching. 


Hebrews 10:25 


But here are some things people have told me why they don’t go to church. 


e The last time I went to church I was hurt. 

e My ex-husband family goes to the same church. 

e The Preacher was caught in a relationship with another woman or 
another man or some child. 

e All the church want is my money. 

e When I go to church it seems like the Preacher is always talking to me. 

e Igo to sleep during the service. 


All of those answers can be true. And there could be a lot more but there is 
more than one church in our city or near our city we can attend. Church is not 
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for perfect people. Church is for people who need to be saved. Church is also 
for people who have chosen to live for God. Moreover, there is also another 
group of people who believe Sunday or anytime the church doors are open is a 
day of rest and this is what that group of people do. 


e Go to the Sporting Events 

Coach youth sports 

Go Play Golf 

Read or Write Books 

Go fishing 

Wash the Cars 

Clean the house and wash clothes 
Watch TV or go to the movies 
Go on vacation 


There is nothing wrong with any of those events on a day of rest. But our 
question should be. When do we rest? When do we give God some of our time? 
And how long do we think it take to go to church? There was a time back in the 
days I can remember when church was anywhere from four hours to all day and 
all night. But today people are more sensitive to our time and schedule. And 
church on a Sunday if you count a forty-five minute Sunday school lesson and 
a thirty minute Prayer, Praise and Worship service and a twenty minute or less 
Sermon is only less than two hours and sometimes shorter than that depending 
on the church we attend. And even if we can’t travel we have television 
broadcast and YouTube broadcast of church ministries and services. So we 
have no excuses. 


Knowing this the only conflict we should have is picking and choosing which 
ministry to attend or service broadcast to watch. What we need more than ever 
is the spirit of discernment. As God’s children we have to ask God for a spirit 
of discernment to weed out the different types of ministries. Just like there are 
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good cops there are bad cops. There are also good preachers and bad preachers. 
So just because one preacher is bad does not make them all bad preachers. Just 
because one preacher is money hungry does not make them all money hungry. 
There are some preachers that are actually called by God who are saved for real 
and will preach the truth whether you give them an offering or whether you 
come to church are neither. Furthermore, when we go to the grocery store to 
purchase tomatoes we look at them to see if they are green, red, or ripe enough 
for us to eat. We pick the tomatoes up to fill how firm or ripe they are. And 
consequently if we don’t like one particular tomato we put that one tomato to 
the side and find the tomato we want. But we don’t come to the conclusion that 
all of the tomatoes are bad. Why? Because we need the tomatoes for taco 
Tuesday or for our grilled hamburger. Another example, is taking a shower. 
Before we take a shower we go to the local store and pick between many 
different types of soap. Some are considered hard, soft and sensitive. We also 
choose whether to use a bar of soap or a liquid soap. No matter what we think 
about the other soaps we still need soap to clean our bodies. And we also need 
a preacher to preach God’s Word so we can hear God’s Counsel to wash and 
clean our spiritual man. 


And I will give you pastors according to mine heart, which shall feed you with 
knowledge and understanding. 


Jeremiah 3:15 


God’s Word, His Counsel lets us know that He will give us pastors according 
to His heart and they, the pastors shall feed us with knowledge and 
understanding. Now notice God’s word did not say good or bad knowledge and 
understanding but we will get knowledge and understanding. In my life time I 
have had maybe over seven pastors. One thing I have noticed that it matters 
what denomination you are in. Denomination plays a major role in the number 
of pastors you will have. For example, as a young man I was raised in a Baptist 
church and I know through eighteen years I had about four different pastors. I 
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noticed in some denominations and church’s the pastor does not always stay or 
he or she is there for a certain season are a few years and then they go pastor 
another church. And in my adulthood I started attending Non-Denomination 
churches then I noticed in some denominations or church’s the pastor is the 
pastor until God calls him or her home or until Jesus splits the sky. As a matter 
of facts I was in one Non-Denomination church ministry for ten years under the 
same pastor all ten years. Then I moved to my present city where I now reside 
I began attending a Non-Denomination church. For the first three years I had a 
new pastor because I moved to a new city and he died being over seventy years 
of age. Although I now attend that same church I am under a new pastor, and 
he has been my pastor ever since. 


For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. How then 
shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they 
believe in Him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without 
a preacher? And how shall they preach, except they be sent? As it is written, 
How beautiful are the feet of them that preach the gospel of peace, and bring 
glad tidings of good things! But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Esaias 
saith, Lord, who hath believed our report? So then faith cometh by hearing, and 
hearing by the word of God. 


Romans 10:13-17 


Many people have been educated to the point, that, they are now what we called 
educated fools and believe they can read and understand the Bible for 
themselves. It is good that we can read and understand the Bible for ourselves 
yet it is also a good thing to have a pastor who we can listen to, too confirm our 
understanding of God’s Word and His Counsel. Because there are times we 
need to hear and see it from another person’s point of view or perspective. A 
person who has been called and ordained in God’s Word and in His Counsel. 
Have you heard the old saying four eyes or better than two. And two minds are 
better than one. God’s Word, His Counsel explains the old sayings more fully. 
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Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their labour. 
For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow: but woe to him that is alone when 
he falleth; for he hath not another to help him up. Again, if two lie together, 
then they have heat: but how can one be warm alone? And if one prevail against 
him, two shall withstand him; and a threefold cord is not quickly broken. 


Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 


Something takes place when we take heed to God’s Word, His Counsel we 
become wiser, knowledgeable and we have a greater understanding of why 
things are the way they are. It could also be compared to sitting in on an 
Intelligence Briefing before going to war on foreign soil. Because God’s Word, 
His Counsel give us what is called prophecy are a short glimpse into the future 
before things happen. So we can be better prepared for what? Or who? We are 
about to face. And we will have an inner peace in our mind and a peace is mine 
in our spirit. Especially, if we are well equipped and have all the tools we need 
to face any problem, situation or battle that we might find ourselves in. Just 
knowing that God is right there with us through it all, is all of the assurance that 
we need. 


Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things 
as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. 


Hebrews 13:5 
Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. 
Psalm 119:105 


Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he 
trusteth in thee. 


zd 


Tsaiah 26:3 


Let’s look and meditate again on God’s Word, His Counsel from the fourth 
chapter of Hebrews verse 12. 


For the word of God [is] quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged 
sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints 
and marrow, and [is] a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 


Hebrews 4:12 


Through my years listening to my pastors that word quick means exactly what 
it says it is fast but it also means it is alive and very powerful. A good example 
is times when I have had pains in my body or I have had problems in my life. 
Although I have had pains or problems, I would talk to God about it. I would 
read and listen to God’s Word, His Counsel and did not think about the pains 
or problems and sometimes immediately, seconds, minutes, days or years later 
the pains where gone and the problems was solved. But it happened in God’s 
timing. God’s Word, His Counsel is the only thing I know can go in and give 
you a surgery without you even knowing about it. Without me being put under 
anesthesia. Without me being taken to the operating table or having to be cut 
open. God’s Word, His Counsel is quick, it’s alive and it’s powerful. 


God’s Word, His Counsel is sharper than any twoedged sword that pierces and 
divides soul and spirit and joints and marrow. My pastor the Apostle Murray 
Full Gospel Holy Temple Inc. Dallas Texas. Often uses the analogy of a box 
cutter also called a razor blade. You know how sharp it is at the end where both 
sides meet. The Counsel of the Lord is similar it knows how to go through the 
skin, joints and marrow just to get to the heart of the matter. The heart of the 
matter is our thoughts and our intentions. God’s Word, His Counsel knows how 
to discern both our thoughts and our intentions and correct them if they need to 
be corrected. God’s Word, His Counsel knows how to strengthen them if they 
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need to be strengthen. In other words God knows How and Where to meets us 
at the point of all of our needs. And God doesn’t stop there. He is able to not 
only to meet us at the point of our needs but exceed our needs so we can help 
others in need. 


But my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus. 


Philippians 4:19 


And to know the love of Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled 
with all the fulness of God. Now unto him that is able to do exceeding 
abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that worketh 
in us, 


Ephesians 3:19-20 


After God performs the quick and painless surgery we are to give Him all of 
the praise and all of the honor and all of the glory. Because like a check in the 
mail. One person prints it. The mail person delivers it. Then we take it to the 
bank and the teller cashes it. Nevertheless when we receive the money printed 
plainly in plain sight is, “In God We Trust.” 


For while one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I am of Apollos; are ye not 
carnal? Who then is Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers by whom ye 
believed, even as the Lord gave to every man? I have planted, Apollos watered; 
but God gave the increase. So then neither is he that planteth any thing, neither 
he that watereth; but God that giveth the increase. Now he that planteth and he 
that watereth are one: and every man shall receive his own reward according 
to his own labour. 


I Corinthians 3:4-§ 
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That reminds me of the story of the Little Old Lady and the Atheist. 


There was a little old lady who would come out every morning on the steps of 
her front porch, raise her arms to the sky and shout, "Praise the Lord!" 


Well, one day an atheist moved into the house next door. Over time, he became 
irritated at the little old lady. So every morning he would step out onto his front 
porch and yell after her, "There is no God!" 


Time passes with the two of them carrying on this way every day. Then one 
morning in the middle of winter, the little old lady stepped onto her front porch 
and shouted, "Praise the Lord! Lord, I have no food and I am hungry. Please 
provide for me, oh Lord!" 


The next morning she stepped onto her porch and there were two huge bags of 
groceries sitting there. "Praise the Lord!" she cried out. "He has provided 
groceries for me!" The atheist jumped out of the hedges and shouted, "There is 
no Lord. I bought those groceries!" The little old lady threw her arms into the 
air and shouted, "Praise the Lord! He has provided me with groceries and He 
made the devil pay for them!" 
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Chapter 5 
The Grass Withereth, the Flower Fadeth 





The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for 
ever. 


Tsaiah 40:8 


Have you ever notice when grass is freshly cut it smells so good. Yet the 
clippings that were cut from the roots of the grass when the sun dries them out, 
they withered and turn brown. Have you ever noticed that when we buy fresh 
flowers at the store and take them home and place them in a beautiful glass vase 
with crystal clear water a few days later they wilt and die? Have you ever 
noticed when you purchase your grocery everything that is packaged has an 
expiration date. A lot of people do not like to talk about it but we have an 
expiration date. The only thing about our expiration date is, we do not know 
our expiration date. God’s Word, His Counsel below which is called the Prayer 
of Moses the Man of God. Often read and heard at funerals. 


In the morning it flourisheth, and groweth up; in the evening it is cut down, and 
withereth. For we are consumed by thine anger, and by thy wrath are we 
troubled. Thou hast set our iniquities before thee, our secret sins in the light of 
thy countenance. For all our days are passed away in thy wrath: we spend our 
years as a tale that is told. The days of our years are threescore years and ten; 
and if by reason of strength they be fourscore years, yet is their strength labour 
and sorrow; for it is soon cut off, and we fly away. Who knoweth the power of 
thine anger? even according to thy fear, so is thy wrath. So teach us to number 
our days, that we may apply our hearts unto wisdom. 


Psalm 90:6-12 
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Preachers through the years have called it the Brevity of life. Or in other Words 
the shortness of life. How we thank we have a longtime here on earth but 
according to God we are here just for a moment. I heard one preacher say we 
can be here today and gone tomorrow. Then I heard that same preacher at 
another funeral say we can be here today and gone today. Yet Bible scholars 
say that threescore years and ten is seventy and if by reason of strength they be 
fourscore years which is anything after seventy. Nevertheless, it seemed like 
when we were young the time was not moving fast enough and now that we are 
older the time is not moving slow enough. If we were to have a watch on our 
arms or a clock on the wall with two arms and a minute hand we can see that 
time doesn’t stop for no one. They even have a soap opera called Days of Our 
Lives. When the soap opera first comes on the television it shows a golden hour 
glass with sand in it. The opening tagline says, “Like sands through the 
hourglass so are the days of our lives”. Knowing all of this advice we have to 
make every second listening and every minute meditating count so we don’t 
miss God. The old Pentecostal choir use to sing a song that I will be somewhere 
listening for the Lord to call my name. 


Go to now, ye that say, Today or tomorrow we will go into such a city, and 
continue there a year, and buy and sell, and get gain: Whereas ye know not 
what shall be on the morrow. For what is your life? It is even a vapour, that 
appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away. For that ye ought to say, 
If the Lord will, we shall live, and do this, or that. 


James 4:13-15 


God’s Word, His Counsel plainly tells us that know man knows the day or the 
hour when He will either send His son Jesus to rapture us out of here or if we 
go by the grave we just have to be ready when He call us. 


But of that day and hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels of heaven, but my 
Father only. But as the days of Noah were, so shall also the coming of the Son 
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of man be. For as in the days that were before the flood they were eating and 
drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day that Noe entered into 
the ark, And knew not until the flood came, and took them all away; so shall 
also the coming of the Son of man be. Then shall two be in the field; the one 
shall be taken, and the other left. Two women shall be grinding at the mill; the 
one shall be taken, and the other left. Watch therefore: for ye know not what 
hour your Lord doth come. But know this, that if the goodman of the house had 
known in what watch the thief would come, he would have watched, and would 
not have suffered his house to be broken up. Therefore be ye also ready: for in 
such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh. 


Matthew 24:36-44 


Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be 
changed, In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the 
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall 
be changed. For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must 
put on immortality. So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, 
and this mortal shall have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the 
saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is thy 
sting? O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death is sin; and the strength 
of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our 
Lord Jesus Christ. Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, 
always abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your 
labour is not in vain in the Lord. 


1 Corinthians 15:51-58 


But I would not have you to be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are 
asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have no hope. For if we believe 
that Jesus died and rose again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God 
bring with him. For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord, that we which 
are alive and remain unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them which 
are asleep. For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with 
the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ 
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shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together 
with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be 
with the Lord. Wherefore comfort one another with these words. 


I Thessalonians 4:13-18 


God’s Word, His Counsels lets us know we need to get our affairs together. 
And Ihave heard some people say we need to get our ducks in a row. My pastor 
always encourage us to have life insurance or at least burial insurance so we 
want be a burden on our family members. I have heard of funerals were 
everyone would leave the sanctuary accept for the family members. And the 
family members would close the doors and attempt to take up an offering in 
order to get burial money together for their deceased family member. I have 
seen a spouse die and leave loans and other bills that falls on the other spouse’s 
shoulders. I thank God for a pastor who don’t sugar coat everything and tell me 
the plain truth. Because the only thing that is going to make us free is the truth. 


And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 
John 8:32 


One thing I know of a surety that when we die want no body be looking at the 
fine house we lived in, the nice automobile we drive, or the fancy clothes we 
wear. Unless it’s paid for and you left it in your will for them to have and they 
can fit it, wear it, maintain it or drive it. Because when we die we can’t take 
nothing with us. God’s Word, His Counsel explains we came in this world with 
nothing and we will leave with nothing. The Apostle often preaches a naked 
message called between two nakeds. But, every now and then you hear of 
people wanting to be buried in their cars. I have seen people buried in their 
favorite football teams Jersey. I have heard that once at the burial site before a 
man buried his family member he took his family members rings, watch and 
gold chain off of his neck. Because once we die these things are no more of 
value to us. 
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And said, Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return 
thither: the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of 
the Lord. 


Job 1:21 


For we brought nothing into this world, and it is certain we can carry nothing 
out. 


1 Timothy 6:7 


God’s Word, His Counsel gives us understanding that things in the earth, on 
the earth and even us God’s Children are just like the grass that withereth and 
the flower that fades. Understand we are here for a moment, just a few years 
and then we, it, he or she want be here. But I know what has been here and has 
not changed since the beginning. And that is God’s Word, His Counsel. In fact 
in the book of Psalms David wrote that God’s Word, His Counsel is settled in 
Heaven. 


Forever, O Lord, thy word is settled in heaven. 
Psalm 119:89 


The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for 
ever. 


Isaiah 40:8 
For I am the Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed. 
Malachi 3:6 


Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. 
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Hebrews 13:8 


In closing My Pastor Apostle Murray, Full Gospel Holy Temple, Dallas TX 
said something that made me think and it is ever stapled in my heart. He said, 
“That God’s Word is settled in heaven and the only way that we can change it 
is to go to heaven and change it. But by the time we get there we will look 
around and see how beautiful and peaceful it is in heaven and forget all about 
trying to change God’s Word, His Counsel and coming back to earth.” 


There are many devices in a man's heart; nevertheless the counsel of the Lord, 
that shall stand. 


Proverbs 19:2] 
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PRAY WITHOUT CEASING 


Chapter 1 
What is Prayer 





What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the 
understanding also: I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the 
understanding also. 


1 Corinthians 14:15 


Prayer is communication with God. The Counsel of the Lord advises us that 
prayer should be made without ceasing | Thessalonians 5:17. 


Pray without ceasing. 
1 Thessalonians 5:17 


And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word 
of God: Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and 
watching thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints; 


Ephesians 6:17-18 


AS we grow in our love for God and God’s Counsel, we will naturally want to 
have a close relationship with him. And, in order to have a close relationship 
with God we have to listen as well as talk to him. And one of the best ways to 
have a close relationship with God is through prayer. But, before we can pray 
to God we should know: What prayer is? 1 Corinthians 14:15 poses a question 
in four words. “What is it then?” The ‘it’ we are referring to is prayer. Prayer 
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is simply you and I talking to God. Talking to God is communication with God. 
Before we go any further we need to understand: What communication is? 
According to the Merriam Webster Dictionary communication is the imparting 
or exchanging of information or news. Without communication we would be in 
the dark on important information and news, we as God children need to take 
the next step or just to survive. Moreover, communication is a conversation 
between two or more individuals. While the conversation process is going on 
one person is talking and one person is listening. And prayer, on the other hand, 
is you and I in a conversation with God. Conversation is similar to talking to 
someone on the phone. We need what is called a medium or means to talk to 
God. And that medium is also known as our advocate Jesus the Christ. And 
Jesus sits on the right hand of God making intercession for us. 


My little children, these things write I unto you, that ye sin not. And if any man 
sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: And he is 
the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the 
whole world. 


I John 2:1-2 


Who is he that condemneth? It is Christ that died, yea rather, that is risen again, 
who is even at the right hand of God, who also maketh intercession for us. 


Romans 8:34 


That word intercession is likened unto a translator. Therefore making Jesus or 
translator between us and God. To shed light on the word translator; God is 
Holy, and we have to be Holy to speak to a Holy God. And since you and I 
were born in sin we needed a savior to deliver and save us from our sin. 
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For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 


John 3:16 


And Jesus’s blood cleanses, washes, delivers, save and cover all of our sin so 
we can pray and have fellowship with God. When God see’s the blood of Jesus 
has been applied to our heart, He doesn’t see any sin. He sees a vessel fit for 
His use. That is why in the late 1800s Robert Lowry a Baptist Minister and song 
writer wrote a hymn in the format of a question. What can wash away my sin? 


Nothing but the blood of Jesus; 
What can make me whole again? 
Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
Oh! Precious is the flow 

That makes me white as snow; 
No other fount I know, 

Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 


Around the same time E. A. Hoffman a Presbyterian minister from 
Pennsylvania wrote a song similar in question form, 


Have you been to Jesus for the cleansing power? 
Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb? 

Are you fully trusting in His grace this hour? 
Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb? 

Are you washed in the blood? 

In the soul cleansing blood of the Lamb? 

Are your garments spotless, are they white as snow? 
Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb? 

Are you walking daily by the Savior's side? 

Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb? 

Do you rest each moment in the crucified? 
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Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb? 


In God’s Counsel the Prophet Isaiah in 3 verses, wrote it this way. 


And when ye spread forth your hands, I will hide mine eyes from you: yea, when 
ye make many prayers, I will not hear: your hands are full of blood. Wash you, 
make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine eyes; cease 
to do evil; Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the 
fatherless, plead for the widow. Come now, and let us reason together, saith 
the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though 
they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. 


Isaiah 1:15-18 


Before we are saved the only prayer that God can hear is a prayer of repentance 
and a prayer for salvation. Once we have been cleansed, washed, delivered and 
saved and by the blood of Jesus we are considered redeemed and bought with 
a price. And now that we are bought with a price we can go to God in prayer 
through His Son Jesus Christ. 


Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under 
heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved. 


Acts 4:12 


What? know ye not that your body is the temple of the Holy Ghost which is in 
you, which ye have of God, and ye are not your own? For ye are bought with a 
price: therefore glorify God in your body, and in your spirit, which are God's. 


I Corinthians 6:19-20 


Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as 
silver and gold, from your vain conversation received by tradition from your 
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fathers; But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and 
without spot: Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of the world, 
but was manifest in these last times for you, 


I Peter 1:18-20 


Furthermore, Jesus is our translator between us and God. A good example of 
translator is when we talk to someone from a different country. And that 
someone has a different language. We need a translator to communicate with 
that someone from a different country with a different language. And Jesus who 
shed His Blood on the cross so that our sins would be covered. That one bloody 
sacrifice on an old rugged cross made Jesus our translator. Now we can go to a 
Holy God in prayer with our sins covered. So we can hear God and God can 
hear us. Full Gospel Holy Temple choir director T.K. Stillman was featured on 
a song giving God a prayer of thanksgiving and worship called Covered by the 
Blood; in the 2015 album by Apostle Herman Murray & the FGHT Mass Choir. 


Ooah, Ooah, I’m Covered 

Ooah, Ooah I’m Covered 

Thank God I’m Coverd by the Blood 
Oh Yes, I’m Covered by the Blood 


When we as God’s children are covered in the blood of Jesus it is like having 
an unlimited service and cell phone connection to God, Our Father which art in 
Heaven. To make this connection visible, in the Baptist Church they use to sing 
an A-selection called Jesus is on the Main Line, Tell Him What You Want? Let’s 
look at this God’s service plan for prayer. On one end, God has a cell phone 
and on the other end, we have a cell phone. The good thing about this plan is 
both of us are connected to the same provider. God’s provider and our provider 
is Jesus Christ. Which means we have unlimited access to communicate with 
each other. 
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But, in order to have unlimited access we must first be saved. And once we are 
saved we have a service connection to communicate and pray to God. If you 
have never repented and asked God to save you now is a good time too. And 
we should always constantly be performing maintenance checks on our 
equipment to make sure we are able to communicate with God. Therefore, 
every now and then, even if we do not think we have sinned, we should always 
be reading The Counsel of the Lord, the Bible to ensure we are still in the faith 
or not. 


Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know 
ye not your own Selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates? 


2 Corinthians 13:5 


And it is always good to ask God to search our heart, mind, soul and motives. 
And tell God if He finds anything that is not according to His Will to bring it 
to our attention. Then when He brings it to our attention we can repent and keep 
that communication lines open and the conversation flowing between us and 
God. Because the only prayer that God can hear before we repent, is a prayer 
of repentance and salvation. And it is nothing to be ashamed of, you, I and all 
of God’s children had to go through the door of the prayer of repentance and 
salvation in order to be saved. A prayer of repentance, simply means that we 
tell God we are sorry for everything we have done that was not pleasing to Him. 
And we ask God for forgiveness and we turn away from everything that 
displeases Him. Then tell God thank you and let Him know we will not do the 
things that displeases Him. After we repent, we confess with our mouth that we 
believe Jesus died on the cross for all of our sins and then we ask God to save 
us, deliver us and set us free from sin. 


But what saith it? The word is nigh thee, even in thy mouth, and in thy heart: 
that is, the Word of faith, which we preach; That if thou shalt confess with thy 
mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath raised Him 
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from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. For the 
scripture saith, whosoever believeth on Him shall not be ashamed. For there is 
no difference between the Jew and the Greek: for the same Lord over all is rich 
unto all that call upon Him. For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord 
shall be saved. 


Romans 10:8-13 
While it is said, To day if ye will hear his voice, harden not your hearts, 
Hebrews 3:15 


Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for Iam meek and lowly in heart: and 
ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 


Matthew 11:28-30 


Ho, every one that thirsteth, come ye to the waters, and he that hath no money; 
come ye, buy, and eat; yea, come, buy wine and milk without money and without 
price. 


Tsaiah 55:1 


And the Spirit and the bride say, Come. And let him that heareth say, Come. 
And let him that is athirst come. And whosoever will, let him take the water of 


life freely. 
Revelation 22:17 


I can hear the late Reverend Charles Nicks and the St. James Mass Choir 
singing Come to Jesus. 
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Come to Jesus, Come to Jesus, 

Come to Jesus, Just Now, Just Now 
Come to Jesus, Come to Jesus Just Now 
For He will make your life brand new 
For He will take care of you 

Come to Jesus, while you have time. 


Again, if you have never repented and asked God to save you by believing He 
sent His only begotten Son Jesus Christ to die for your sins, now is a good time 
to repent and ask Him to cleanse you, wash you, deliver you and set you free 
from all sin. 


Now that we are saved we need power to stay saved. We need God’s presence 
and direction on the inside of us so we can love, talk and walk and live the way 
God want us as His dear children to live. What we need is the Holy Spirit also 
known as the Holy Ghost. And all we have to do is ask God for the Holy Spirit. 
And the Counsel of the Lord said that He will give it to us. After we ask for the 
Holy Spirit we have to believe that He has given it to us. Then after He gives it 
to us, we need to make a lifetime commitment. We need to tell the Lord, “We 
will live for Him for the rest of our life.” 


But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye 
shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth. 


Acts 1:8 


If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto your children: how much 
more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask Him? 
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Luke 11:1 


After we have received the Holy Spirit. God through His Word will make us 
new creatures. God takes out our old disobedient, stony heart and gives us a 
heart of flesh that we might do those things pleasing in His sight. 


Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed 
away; behold, all things are become new. 


2 Corinthians 5:17 


A new heart also will I give you, and a new spirit will I put within you: and I 
will take away the stony heart out of your flesh, and I will give you a heart of 
flesh. And I will put my spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes, 
and ye shall keep my judgments, and do them. 


Ezekiel 36:26-27 


Now that we know: What prayer is? And we know how to get and keep a service 
connection to God? We can take a magnifying glass and look at what is called 
the Model Prayer also known as the Lord’s Prayer. Taught to the disciples by 
the Son of God Himself Jesus. 
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Chapter 2 
The Model Prayer 





And when thou prayest, thou shalt not be as the hypocrites are: for they love 
to pray standing in the synagogues and in the corners of the streets, that they 
may be seen of men. Verily I say unto you, They have their reward. But thou, 
when thou prayest, enter into thy closet, and when thou hast shut thy door, pray 
to thy Father which is in secret; and thy Father which seeth in secret shall 
reward thee openly. But when ye pray, use not vain repetitions, as the heathen 
do: for they think that they shall be heard for their much speaking. Be not ye 
therefore like unto them: for your Father knoweth what things ye have need of, 
before ye ask him. After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art 
in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as 
we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 


Matthew 6:9-13 


And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place, when he ceased, 
one of his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught 
his disciples. And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father which art 
in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in 
heaven, so in earth. Give us day by day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
sins; for we also forgive every one that is indebted to us. And lead us not into 
temptation; but deliver us from evil: 


Luke 11:1-4 


What we call the Model Prayer, the Lord’s Prayer or the prayer that Jesus taught 
His disciples is found in two accounts in the Counsel of the Lord. These two 
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accounts are in both the book of Matthew and the book of Luke. God’s Word 
lets us know that in the mouth of two or three witnesses that every word shall 
be established. And in the multitude of counsellors there is safety. 


This is the third time Iam coming to you. In the mouth of two or three witnesses 
shall every word be established. 

2 Corinthians 13:1 
Where no counsel is, the people fall: but in the multitude of counsellors there 
is safety. 

Proverbs 11:14 

As we observe these two accounts we first have to be F.A.T. I first heard this 
acronym while stationed at Ft. Hood. Apostle Nate Holcomb who was my 
pastor at C.H.O.P also known as Christian House of Prayer, Killeen TX. And 
years later while listening to the Rev. Billy Graham. I heard the same acronym 
F.A.T. F.A.T simply spells out that we as God’s children, have to be Faithful, 
Available and Teachable. The preacher in the book of Ecclesiastics, said 
whenever you go to church or have a conversation always be ready to hear or 
learn even if we already know something because we can always learn more, 
or be reminded about what we already know. And God can add a little bit more. 
And every little bit counts. 


When thou goest to the house of God, and be more ready to hear, than to give 
the sacrifice of fools: for they consider not that they do evil. 

Ecclesiastes 5:1 
I can recall changing a fuel pump on an old Chevy ™% ton truck. I prayed first; 
and asked God to give me the wisdom, knowledge and understanding on how 
to replace the fuel pump. 


Wisdom is the principal thing; therefore get wisdom: and with all thy getting 
get understanding. 

Proverbs 4:7 
God reminded me that my dad has a Chevy ¥% ton truck. As a matter of fact, 
when I was young, there were times I would hear him listening to Lionel Richie 
and he would stay up would all night long, working and performing 
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maintenance on his truck. After a brief memory, I called dad and asked him 
have he ever replaced a fuel pump on his Chevy 2 ton truck. And he told me 
that he had changed the fuel pump several times. So, he reached back into his 
memory vault and told me all of his experiences. And, I listened and took notes 
like I was in an ASE mechanic class. After class was over, God gave me some 
homework. God led me to the internet. While on the web, I read several 
mechanic blogs on replacing fuel pumps on a Chevy 2 ton truck. Then God led 
me to YouTube. There I watched several videos on replacing a Chevy 2 ton 
fuel pump. And even after praying, talking to my dad, reading several blogs 
and watching several videos. I still had to refer back to prayer and all three 
resources after each step and each stage of replacing my fuel pump. Until I 
successfully replaced it only to find out it was not the fuel pump but a bent push 
rod. And then I had to start the prayer, talking to dad, reading blogs and 
watching videos all over again in order to fix the bent push rod. 


And prayer is the same way. Furthermore, there is a three letter word in the 
Counsel of the Lord that is very powerful. And that word is ASK. 


Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall find; knock, and it shall be 
opened unto you: For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh 
findeth; and to him that knocketh it shall be opened. 


Matthew 7:7-8 


The word A.S.K is an acronym. Ask, Seek and Knock. This word lets us know 
that in some situations we have to Ask. Other situations we might have to Seek. 
And in other situations we might have to Knock. Ask, Seek and Knock. And in 
the Counsel of the Lord, Matthew gives us the answer to each equation. 
Matthew wrote, that when we asketh we receiveth; and when we seeketh we 
findeth; and when we knocketh it shall be opened. I use to say when we knock 
on the door it shall be opened. Which is true but that limits what shall be opened 
to only a door. I have learned to just say knock. Because we can knock on 
anything if it be the Lord’s Will for our lives and it shall be opened. That 
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reminds me of a kitchen moment with my beautiful wife. You see she enjoys 
tortilla chips and salsa, but, she always want me to open the jar of salsa for her. 
Before I open the salsa I have learned to say a prayer. I pray the scripture by 
saying, “God in your Word you said knock and it shall be open”. Then I knock 
on the top of the salsa 3 times with my right hand. One for the Father, Two for 
the Son and Three for the Holy Ghost. Then I grip the jar of salsa with my left 
hand. I twist the top with my right hand. After giving it my level best and 
sometimes having to use a kitchen towel for better grip, I twist the top and it 
opens. The reason it opens for me is not because I am strong but because I have 
faith and believe what the Counsel of the Lord says. The Prophet Nehemiah 
said it this way, “the joy of the Lord is our strength.” 


Then he said unto them, Go your way, eat the fat, and drink the sweet, and send 
portions unto them for whom nothing is prepared: for this day is holy unto our 
LORD: neither be ye sorry; for the joy of the LORD is your strength. 


Nehemiah 8:10 
One of my favorite scriptures in the Counsel of the Lord is in the book of 


Proverbs. 


Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own 
understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 


Proverbs 3:5-6 


Now let’s look at the accounts of the Model Prayer found in the book of Luke. 


And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place, when he ceased, 
one of his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught 
his disciples. 
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Luke 11:1 


Notice Luke’s account start off with and it came to pass. And my pastor, 
Apostle Herman L. Murray Jr. at Full Gospel Holy Temple Inc. Dallas, Texas 
always says, “When we follow the instructions to the recipe the recipe always 
turn out right.” In other words, if it is written in God’s Word, His Counsel, The 
Bible; and it is according to His Will for our life it has to happen or come to 
pass. The Prophet Isaiah said it this way. 


So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto 
me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the 
thing whereto I sent it. 


Tsaiah 55:11 


And the Prophet Balaam said it this way. 


God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should 
repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not 
make it good? 


Numbers 23:19 
King David wrote a psalm that said it this way. 


For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven. 
Psalm 119:89 


Solomon wrote in the book of Proverbs. 


There are many devices in a man's heart; nevertheless the counsel of the LORD, 
that shall stand. 
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Proverbs 19:2] 


The Prophet Isaiah said it this way. 


The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for 
ever. 

Isaiah 40:8 
Peter said it this way. 


For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass. The 
grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: But the word of the Lord 
endureth for ever. And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto 
you. 


I Peter 1:24-25 
And John wrote it this way. 
And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing 
according to his will, he heareth us: And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever 
we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him. 


I John 5:14-15 


Again let’s look at the account in the book of Luke. 


And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place, when he ceased, 
one of his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught 
his disciples. 


Luke 11:1 


The Counsel of the Lord said, that when Jesus was finished praying his disciples 
said unto him, “Lord, teach us to pray as John also taught his disciples.” First 
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we notice the fruit of patience. The disciples waited until Jesus was finished. 
Which means sometimes we will have to patiently wait on God to answer us 
when we pray. Furthermore, it is wise before we pray to first clear our mind 
and heart of all worldly distractions. 


Next we must focus on the place. The scripture let us know that it was not just 
in a place but a certain place. The reason Luke wrote a certain place; is because 
the place does not matter. In fact it doesn’t matter the season, situation, problem 
or place, we can always pray, communicate or have a conversation with God. 
But let us not forget that it is through His Son Jesus’ Name. 


King David, explained a certain place this way. 


Whither shall I go from thy spirit? or whither shall I flee from thy presence? If 
T ascend up into heaven, thou art there: if I make my bed in hell, behold, thou 
art there. If I take the wings of the morning, and dwell in the uttermost parts of 
the sea; Even there shall thy hand lead me, and thy right hand shall hold me. If 
I say, Surely the darkness shall cover me; even the night shall be light about 
me. Yea, the darkness hideth not from thee; but the night shineth as the day: the 
darkness and the light are both alike to thee. 


Psalm 139:7-12 


Furthermore, it doesn’t matter if you are in your prayer closet, on your knees, 
at church, on the freeway, at work, in the middle of a phone conversation with 
someone else. All of these places meet the criteria of a certain place. A phone 
conversation? Yes I said a phone conversation. We as children of God have to 
take in account, that there will be moments when we are talking to someone 
and need to ASK God’s guidance on how to answer that particular someone’s 
question. And believe me if you ASK God silently and wait He will give you a 
text message from glory. You will know it, and that someone you are talking to 
will know it also. 
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Moreover, as God’s children it is imperative that we should always be praying 
without ceasing. The saints of old would describe it: as having a prayer on our 
heart. At the same time we have a prayer on our heart we should be F.A.T. 
Faithful, Available and Teachable. In other words, we as God’s children have 
to be patient and humble. Because we all have pride, wisdom, knowledge and 
understanding that we have to learn when to say when. And when to put, pride, 
wisdom, knowledge and understanding on the back burner, in order to learn 
what God, wants us to know at this particular moment and this particular time. 
Therefore, the next thing we notice is the disciples showing humility or a 
humbled spirit. We see this humbled spirit, when the disciples asked Jesus, 
“Lord, Teach us how to pray. And while asking we notice the disciples 
reverencing and acknowledging that they know that Jesus is similar to John a 
servant or a man of God. 


And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father which art in heaven, 
Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in heaven, so 
in earth. 


Luke 11:2 


After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed 
be thy name. Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. 


Matthew 6:9-10 


Now as we read both accounts in the scriptures above, Jesus tells us: What to 
pray? First, Jesus says similar to writing a cover letter to a resume we should 
address who we are talking to, Our Father. When Jesus says Father He is not 
talking about any father. And Our Father is Holy. Knowing this, Holiness is 
what sets Him apart from anyone in the universe. Simply because He is the 
creator of the universe. Next, Jesus explains where God, Our Father lives and 
where He is located: His location is; Which Art in Heaven. Then, Jesus 
explains, that, we should acknowledge, exalt, magnify and let God, Our Father 
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know how GREAT He is. And as children of God, we do this by rehearsing His 
mighty acts to Him: Hallowed Be Thy Name. After we spend time letting Our 
Father know how GREAT He is, Jesus says that we should let God know that 
we trust, believe and have faith in Him. Also we let Him know that we believe 
He can and will bring our petitions, prayers or whatever we ASK to pass. 
Furthermore God will only answer, if our prayers are according to His Word 
and His Will. Next, Jesus said that we should humble ourselves. 


Humble yourselves therefore under the mighty hand of God, that he may exalt 
you in due time: 


I Peter 5:6 


And while we are in a humble state, we then let God know that His Will, His 
Word and His Prophecy shall be done. And it shall be done, in us and through 
us here on this earth just like it is in heaven. 


Give us day by day our daily bread. Luke 11:3 
Give us this day our daily bread. Matthew 6:11 


In the scriptures above Jesus said, we should thank Our Father for meeting our 
needs, petitions and prayers, that, He has already answered. Then, Jesus said, 
we can ASK, and send our petitions to God. Then, we can thank God for 
meeting our needs that we don’t know we need to be met. As well as thank God 
for the needs we think we need to be met. Because, the Counsel of the Lord 
already lets us know that He, Our Father shall supply all of our needs. And God 
don’t stop there. When He supplies our needs, He supplies them exceedingly, 
abundantly and above all that we can think or ASK. 


But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus. 
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Philippians 4:19 


Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we ask or 
think, according to the power that worketh in us, 


Ephesians 3:20 


In the next few scriptures, Jesus explains, that when we pray we should always 
ask God for forgiveness of our sins. According the Counsel of the Lord, there 
are 3 different types of sin. There is sin against God, sin against His children, 
and sin against any of His creation. And God said we are to ask and receive 
forgiveness. For example if we know or feel that someone has wronged us; or 
if someone has hurt us we are supposed to forgive. God said we forgive them 
even if they don’t ask for forgiveness. Nevertheless, hard as it seems, we should 
be willing to forgive, for Christ sake. Because Our Father forgave us, before He 
saved us. 


Paul said it many ways yet the two scriptures below is enough. 


For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 
Romans 5:6 


Now therefore there is utterly a fault among you, because ye go to law one with 
another. Why do ye not rather take wrong? why do ye not rather suffer 
yourselves to be defrauded? Nay, ye do wrong, and defraud, and that your 
brethren. Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of 
God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor 
effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, Nor thieves, nor covetous, 
nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God. 
And such were some of you: but ye are washed, but ye are sanctified, but ye are 
Justified in the name of the Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit of our God. 
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I Corinthian 6:7-11 


As Jesus begin to closes the class on prayer. He explained that we should ask 
God, Our Father to do 2 things for us as His dear children. 


1. We should ask Our Father, lead us not into temptation. According to the 
Merriam Webster Dictionary temptation the desire to do something, especially 
something wrong or unwise. 


2. We should ask Our Father to deliver us from evil. According to the Merriam 
Webster Dictionary evil is profoundly immoral and wicked. Also note if you 
turn the word evil around it spells live. So God knows how to turn things that 
are evil and cause them to live. 


Finally Jesus said. 


And forgive us our sins; for we also forgive every one that is indebted to us. 
And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 


Luke 11:4 


And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, for ever. Amen. 


Matthew 6:12-13 


The two scriptures above advises us to always acknowledge that we belong to 
God. He is Our Father and we are Ambassadors of His Kingdom, His Power 
and His Glory for ever. Then we always wet, seal and stamp our prayer to God, 
Our Father with Amen. 
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Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed 
away; behold, all things are become new. And all things are of God, who hath 
reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of 
reconciliation; To wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto 
himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us 
the word of reconciliation. Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though 
God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ's stead, be ye reconciled to 
God. For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be 
made the righteousness of God in him. 


2 Corinthians 5:17-20 


Finally, if we were to summarize this Model Prayer, the Lord’s Prayer and put 
it into steps. It would look something like this. ***Keep in mind the order could 
change but always acknowledge Our Father which art in Heaven first*** 


1. We clear our heart and minds from worldly influence and Pray to Our Father 
not just any father for He is Holy. 


2. We address who our Father is: He is Holy and The God of the Universe. 


3. We Acknowledge, Exalt, Magnify and Rehearse how GREAT He and His 
mighty acts are. 


4. We Pray and surrender our will so that His Will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. And His Will be done in us and through us. 


5. We Thank and Praise God for what He has done. And how He has met our 
needs. And then ask and give our petitions according to His will. 


6. We Ask God for Forgiveness of Sins toward Him, His children, and His 
Creation and let God know we forgive others who ask for forgiveness or who 
do not ask for forgiveness. 


7. We Ask God to lead us and guide us and keep us from temptations and deliver 
us from evil. 


| 


S. We remind ourselves and we remind God we belong to Him and we are a 
part of His Kingdom. We are His Children and His Ambassadors bought with 
a price and we operate in His Power and we always give Him all the Praise, 
Honor and Glory for ever. 


9. We close out our prayer by saying Amen. Which means so let it be written so 
let it be done. 


10. We listen and wait on God. 
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Chapter 3 
When You Pray Say 





And it came to pass, that, as he was praying in a certain place, when he ceased, 
one of his disciples said unto him, Lord, teach us to pray, as John also taught 
his disciples. And he said unto them, When ye pray, say, Our Father which art 
in heaven, Hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, as in 
heaven, so in earth. 


Luke 11:1-2 


Along with the Model Prayer one of the first prayers most of us learned as a 
child was the classic children’s bedtime prayer from the 18" century. Now I 
Lay Me Down To Sleep. Now I lay me down to sleep, 


I pray the Lord my Soul to keep, 
If I should die before I 'wake, 
I pray the Lord my Soul to take. 


There was and is nothing wrong with that prayer when we are children. But as 
we begin to grow and understand God’s Word, His Counsel, His Word, our 
prayers should also grow. In the scripture above, the disciples asked Jesus, 
“Lord, teach us to pray.” And Jesus said unto them, “When you pray say.” It 
was the Apostle Nate Holcomb, who explained these two scriptures more 
clearly to me while I was sitting in his congregation. Apostle Holcomb said, 
“Jesus said, when you pray say what the Word of God says”. Furthermore, the 
reason we pray what the Word of God says is because God’s Word, The 
Counsel of the Lord, the Bible is the only Word that God watches over to 
perform it. Apostle Herman L. Murray Jr. explained that God is only obligated 
to honor His Word. Apostle Murray also explained that God’s Word is His Will. 
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Therefore, when we come together to the house of the Lord. We come to hear 
the reading of the Will. 


God is not a man, that he should lie; neither the son of man, that he should 
repent: hath he said, and shall he not do it? or hath he spoken, and shall he not 
make it good? 


Numbers 23:19 


So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto 
me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please, and it shall prosper in the 
thing whereto I sent it. 


Tsaiah 55:11 


And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask any thing 
according to his will, he heareth us: And if we know that he hear us, whatsoever 
we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him. 


I John 5:14-15 


As we read in the scriptures above the only thing that God is obligated to answer 
is what He said in His Word. The Counsel of the Lord said and is still saying, 
that God is a man that He cannot lie, and if He spoke it, shall He not make it 
good. The Counsel of the Lord also ensures us that the Word that is written in 
the Bible shall not return unto Him void. But, the Word, shall accomplish and 
prosper where it is sent. The Counsel of the Lord also said, and is also still 
saying that this is the confidence that we have in His Word; that if we ASK 
anything according to His Will or what is written in the Bible, we have the 
petitions that we ASK or desire of Him or His Word. 


But, we as God’s children have to meet the requirements in order to receive. 
And one requirement is found in Matthew 4:4. 
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But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but 
by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. 


Matthew 4:4 


The scripture above simply means we can’t just pick and choose certain 
scripture that we want to live by and expect to receive from God. You and I can 
recall when we were little children sitting at the dinner table. Our parents would 
tell us that in order to get dessert, we have to eat everything on our plate first. 
And if we did not eat everything on our plate, we would not get any dessert. So 
it is in the natural; it is in the Spirit. We must live by every Word that is in the 
Counsel of the Lord or the Bible. Another example is found in | John 5:1-3 


Whosoever believeth that Jesus is the Christ is born of God: and every one that 
loveth him that begat loveth him also that is begotten of him. By this we know 
that we love the children of God, when we love God, and keep his 
commandments. For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: 
and his commandments are not grievous. 


I John 5:1-3 


These first three scriptures in 1 John chapter 5 lets us know that for this is the 
Love of God that we keep His commandments and it lets us know His 
commandments are not grievous. And in Isaiah 1:19. 
If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: 

Isaiah 1:19 


Isaiah is simply saying that we shall enjoy the good of the land when we are 
willing and obedient to what God tells us to do. Furthermore, God tells us what 
to do thru His Counsel, His Word the Bible. And these are just a few of His 
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Words, His Commandments, His Promises and His Counsel. To get the 
complete and totality of His, Words, His Commandments, His Promises and 
His Counsel we God’s children have to take time out and read the whole 
counsel starting from Genesis all the way to Revelations. 


Therefore, the more we know God’s Will, God’s Word, His Promises and His 
Counsel, the better we are prepared to pray and communicate with God. And 
the more we read, pray and communicate with God the better our relationship 
with God will be. And the better our relationship the better our understanding 
and communications are with Him. 


Now that we have a greater understanding of what to say when pray. Here are 
a few examples of prayer. Now I am not saying this is the only way to pray but 
this is a good way to pray. 


1. When we pray and we need something from God our prayer would sound 
something like this. Our Father which Art in Heaven thank you for what you 
have done, are doing and what you are going to do in my life. And Father I 
come to you today with a prayer request. Father according to Your Word in the 
book of Philippians chapter 4 verse 19. You said, that You, shall supply all of 
my needs according to your riches in glory by Christ Jesus. And God I need 
(fill in the blank) . And after we make our request known unto 
God we should thank God for supplying our need. And we close by saying In 
Jesus Name, Amen. 





Now, even though we prayed that prayer does not mean that we will see the 
need naturally right away. But, we have to believe what we prayed in faith, and 
in our spirit before we can receive the need naturally. 


Therefore I say unto you, What things soever ye desire, when ye pray, believe 
that ye receive them, and ye shall have them. 
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Mark 11:24 


If ye abide in me, and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will, and it 
shall be done unto you. 


John 15:7 


There are times when God does it like that Anbesol Pain Reliever Commercial. 
“Before we can say Anbesol” or right away. And, there are times when we have 
to wait on God. But while we are waiting we should wait in expectancy 
knowing that God is going to meet the need any time and any day now. 


Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: 
wait, I say, on the LORD. 


Psalm 27:14 


In the scripture above King David informs us how we should wait. He writes 
we should be of good courage. We should be like the praise and worshippers 
who sings the song titled Any Day Now. 


I'm expecting my miracle 
Any day now 
Any day now 


I'm expecting my miracle 
Any day now 

Any day now 

I shall have what I need 
Any day now 

Any day now 


By Faith, it's coming to me 
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Any day now 
Any day now. 


Another song that I hear in my spirit is a song that is tucked away in almost 
every gospel choir A and B selection. He’s an on Time God. 


He's an on time God, yes He is (oh oh oh) 
On time God, yes He is 

Job said 

He may not come when you want Him 
But He'll 

Be there right on time 

He's an on time God, yes He is 


Moreover, all we have to do is wait patiently, believe and have faith that God 
will and God can. Nevertheless, there are other times when what we think we 
need is either a want or it is something that will harm us. And, we asked but, 
we asked what James said is a miss. In other words it was not according to His 
will. 


Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight 
and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask not. Ye ask, and receive not, because 
ye ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your lusts. 


James 4:2-3 


These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God; 
that ye may know that ye have eternal life, and that ye may believe on the name 
of the Son of God. And this is the confidence that we have in him, that, if we ask 
any thing according to his will, he heareth us: And if we know that he hear us, 
whatsoever we ask, we know that we have the petitions that we desired of him. 
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I John 5:13-15 


2. If we are sick and we need God to heal us. And then say Our Father which 
art in Heaven I come to you today with a prayer request for my healing. Then 
began by acknowledging Him; Our Father according to Your Word in the book 
of Isaiah chapter 53 verse 5, Jesus was wounded for my transgressions, and 
bruised for my iniquities and the chastisement of my peace was upon Him; and 
with His stripes Iam healed. And God I need you to heal my (fill in the blank) 
. After making our request we should always rehearse a prayer 
request that God has already fulfilled in our life. Or rehearse a testimony we 
have heard or read in God’s Word. For example, God you did it for Brother So 
and So or Sis. and Them, and I know you are not a respecter of person. Lord 
you did it for them, I know you can do it for me. Then we should begin thanking 
God for our healing and His healing power. And we should close our prayer by 
saying In Jesus Name, Amen. 





Now depending on the healing that is needed. It could be instantaneously or it 
could take days, weeks, months and years. And we should never rule out if our 
doctor has prescribed us some medications or some therapy, we should still 
obey and follow the doctors’ orders. While at the same time believing that, 
when we ASK God through prayer in His Son Jesus name, that we received our 
healing. But just because we ASK God for healing, do not mean we are 
supposed to rule out or make non effect of the doctor’s orders. We keep taking 
the prescribed medications and therapy, exactly like the doctor has ordered. 
And, we take it until the doctor has said otherwise. This is called putting works 
with our faith. 


What doth it profit, my brethren, though a man say he hath faith, and have not 
works? can faith save him? If a brother or sister be naked, and destitute of daily 
food, And one of you say unto them, Depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled; 
notwithstanding ye give them not those things which are needful to the body; 
what doth it profit? Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. Yea, 
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aman may say, Thou hast faith, and I have works: shew me thy faith without 
thy works, and I will shew thee my faith by my works. Thou believest that there 
is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble. But wilt thou 
know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead? Was not Abraham our 
father justified by works, when he had offered Isaac his son upon the altar? 
Seest thou how faith wrought with his works, and by works was faith made 
perfect? And the scripture was fulfilled which saith, Abraham believed God, 
and it was imputed unto him for righteousness: and he was called the Friend of 
God. Ye see then how that by works a man is justified, and not by faith only. 
Likewise also was not Rahab the harlot justified by works, when she had 
received the messengers, and had sent them out another way? For as the body 
without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also. 


James 2:14-26 


We as children of God, have either heard, saw or been the person who has 
experienced what James considered; dead works. There was a beautiful women 
of God who was near and dear to me. She had been diagnosed with diabetes 
and high blood pressure. Her doctor had prescribed her medication, therapy, an 
eating plan and exercise. And we prayed together and believed God would heal 
her. Although she took the medication and did not miss a therapy session a few 
years went by and she still died. It wasn’t that she or I did not believe. And it 
wasn’t that prayer did not work. But came to find out she was following half of 
the doctor’s order. I found this out when I would talk to her. She said, she kept 
on eating things that was not prescribed in her eating plan. She told me, she 
exercised, but, not nearly as much as the doctor prescribed. While listening to 
her, I knew like that old vintage gospel song: Soon and Very Soon she was 
going to see the King. Furthermore, as time went on and we prayed, she only 
did some of what the doctor prescribed. And, she never received her healing on 
this side of glory. But, now that I look back on the wheels of time, it was not 
that she did not have faith. And again let me stress, it was not that, the prayer 
did not work. It was simply she did not put enough works with her faith. Or in 
other words, she did not do her part. And, believe me, God always keeps His 
side of the bargain. We just have to keep ours. Because, His Word, His Counsel 
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and everything that is written is already settled in heaven and God or His Word 
will never change. 


For ever, O LORD, thy word is settled in heaven. 
Psalm 119:89 
For Iam the LorD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed. 
Malachi 3:6 
Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. 
Hebrews 13:8 


A third and final example of prayer is found in the book of Matthew the 14 
chapter and in verses 25 thru 32. The disciple Matthew wrote about when the 
disciples were in the midst of contrary winds and in the midst of the sea. 
Matthew wrote, while the ship was tossing to and fro, Jesus came unto them. 
But, they were troubled so, that he and the other disciples thought Jesus was a 
spirit and they cried for fear. And Matthew continued on writing, but, Jesus 
spoke unto them saying be of good cheer. It is I. Be not afraid. Matthew wrote, 
Peter answered Jesus. And Peter said, “Lord, if it be thou, bid me come unto 
the on the water.” And Jesus simply said, “Come”. And Matthew continued 
writing, when Peter was come down out of the ship, he walked on the water, to 
go to Jesus. 


Now this would be a good story if Matthew had stopped writing. But Matthew 
continued on writing, to show us an example of a prayer. Matthew continued 
writing. When Peter saw the wind boisterous; or in other words, when Peter 
took his eyes off of Jesus he was afraid. Furthermore, Peter beginning to sink, 
cried, saying, “LORD, SAVE ME.” Notice Peter did not have to say, In Jesus 
Name, Amen. Simply because he was crying and praying to Jesus. As we sail 
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further along in this story this reminds me of a scripture in the 2nd verse and 
12th chapter of Hebrews. Which, gives us important advice about what we as 
God’s children should always be focused on. The writer in the book of Hebrews 
wrote, looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith.” A simpler way 
to say it is, we should never take our eyes off of God’s Promises, God’s Word, 
and God’s Counsel. We should remember and rehearse all of our testimonies, 
and, all of our victories. Because these are the true riches and treasures of our 
belief and our faith in God. We should hide all of God’s riches and treasures in 
our heart. 


Next Matthew wrote. Immediately, Jesus stretched forth his hand, and caught 
Peter, and said unto Peter, O thou of little faith, wherefore didst thou doubt? 
Then Matthew begin bringing his writing utensil to a screeching halt; on what 
is considered the shortest prayer in the Bible. Matthew closed the Jesus and 
Peter walking on the water scene by concluding; that, when Jesus and Peter 
were come into the ship, the wind ceased. Then Matthew, Peter and all the 
disciples that were in the ship came and worshipped Jesus, saying, of a truth 
thou art the Son of God. 


In closing this chapter, when we pray we say what the Word of God says. And, 
we learn that, there are times that some of our prayers are planned, others are 
short, sweet; despair and spare of the moment. Which is why we have to always 
stay in constant communications with God. Keep a prayer on our heart. Have a 
strong personal relationship with God. And Pray without Ceasing. Because we 
never know how, when and where we might have to get a prayer through to 
God. 
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Chapter 4 
Types of Prayers in the Bible 





I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
giving of thanks, be made for all men; For kings, and for all that are in 
authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and 
honesty. For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Saviour; Who 
will have all men to be saved, and to come unto the knowledge of the truth. 


1 Timothy 2:1 


The Counsel of the Lord, God’s Word the Bible shares with us many types of 
prayers as well as, diverse forms and practices of prayer. In our scripture above, 
The Lord’s Counsel emphasizes the word “First”. The word “First” simply 
means the most urgent thing for us as God’s dear children is prayer. And 
according to this scripture there are four types of prayer: Supplications, 
Prayers, Intercessions and Thanksgivings. And, all four types of prayers are to 
be made for all people. We must always remember that God is no respecter of 
persons. As the children of God we can’t choose and pick who to pray for 
because the scripture plainly says, all people. For the sake of time I am not 
going to explain all people. All means all. 


Furthermore, Supplications, Prayers, Intercessions and Thanksgivings are all 
considered to be different types and forms of prayer. And each prayer is similar 
by name but different in the way we approach God in prayer. 


In 1 Timothy 2:1, the first type of prayer the Counsel of Lord advises us pray, 
is called the Prayer of Supplications. Supplications is simply taking our 
requests to God in prayer. We find this definition in the book of Philippians. 
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Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. 


Philippians 4:6 


A good example of a prayer of supplications is found in the Counsel of the 
Lord, penned in the book of 2 Kings 20:1-3. 


In those days was Hezekiah sick unto death. And the prophet Isaiah the son of 
Amoz came to him, and said unto him, Thus saith the Lord, Set thine house in 
order; for thou shalt die, and not live. Then he turned his face to the wall, and 
prayed unto the Lord, saying, I beseech thee, O Lord, remember now how I 
have walked before thee in truth and with a perfect heart, and have done that 
which is good in thy sight. And Hezekiah wept sore. 


2 Kings 20:1-3. 


As we can see in the scripture above, a prayer of supplications is not a short 
think less prayer. The Counsel of the Lord said, the Prophet Isaiah came to King 
Hezekiah with the bad news that, King Hezekiah needed to set his house in 
order. And the reason King Hezekiah needed to set his house in order is because 
the Prophet Isaiah said he was going to die. Let us always take in account that 
we all will have to die one day it is just a matter of when. Then after we die it 
is not the ending. The Word of God said, after our appointment with death we 
have an appointment called judgement. 


And as it is appointed unto men once to die, but after this the judgment: 


Hebrew 9:27 
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For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may 
receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it 
be good or bad. 


2 Corinthians 5:10 


Now, I couldn’t imagine any of us rushing to our appointments with death or 
judgement. Because, God has a whole lot of beauty on this earth which we still 
haven’t seen or heard. 


Paul wrote. 


But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into 
the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 


1 Corinthians 2:9 


So as Children and Ambassadors of God, we should always keep these two 
appointments on our heart and mind. And these two appointments along should 
emphasize the importance of prayer in the lives of all of God children. 


Furthermore, the bad news that King Hezekiah received was similar to a person, 
getting a doctor’s report, that, he or she has cancer, and, only has two weeks to 
live. After hearing the report, King Hezekiah did two things. One, he turned his 
face to the wall. And, two he prayed. Notice, the word “prayed”. The suffix at 
the end of pray ‘ed’ gives us detail that, King Hezekiah prayer was not a short 
prayer. King Hezekiah did not just pray. King Hezekiah prayed. The Word of 
God did not inform us on how long or how short he prayed. The Word plainly 
said, King Hezekiah “prayed”. And in the midst of his praying, he pondered, 
remembered, and rehearsed his obedience to God. Afterwards, King Hezekiah 
made his request known unto God. Which lets us know that supplications 
requires us to ponder, remember and think back over our life. Supplications 
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also requires us to do some soul searching like that old gospel song titled Search 
me Lord. 


Oh, search me, Lord 
Come on and search me, Lord 
Here's what I want You to do 


Shine the light from heaven on my soul 

If You find anything that shouldn't be 

Take it out and strengthen me 

‘Cause I wanna be right, I wanna be saved 
And I got to be whole 


In the next 3 verses of scripture, God’s Counsel lets us know, that it came to 
pass, before the Prophet Isaiah left the middle court. That the Word of the Lord 
came to the Prophet Isaiah again. And, the Word that the Lord gave to the 
Prophet Isaiah, made him turn around; and tell King Hezekiah, that God would 
heal him and add 15 years to his life. The Prophet Isaiah continued talking to 
King Hezekiah and said, God is not only adding 15 years to your life; but, God 
is also going to deliver King Hezekiah and his hold city out of the hands of the 
King of Assyria. 


And it came to pass, afore Isaiah was gone out into the middle court, that the 
word of the Lord came to him, saying, Turn again, and tell Hezekiah the captain 
of my people, Thus saith the Lord, the God of David thy father, I have heard 
thy prayer, I have seen thy tears: behold, I will heal thee: on the third day thou 
shalt go up unto the house of the Lord. And I will add unto thy days fifteen 
years; and I will deliver thee and this city out of the hand of the king of Assyria; 
and I will defend this city for mine own sake, and for my servant David's sake. 


I Kings 20:4-6 


The second advice in | Timothy 2:1 the Lord’s Counsel advises us to pray is, 
Prayer in General. And, when we talk about prayer in general there is a vast 
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amount of prayers. Yet the five I can recall by experience and from reading the 
Counsel of the Lord are Agreement, Consecration, Faith, Imprecation and 
Worship. 


The Prayer of Agreement. The prayer of agreement is simply a prayer between 
two or more people. Have you ever heard the phrase the more the merrier? Or, 
there is strength in numbers. And, in unity there is strength. All of these phrases 
can be summed up, just by saying more can be accomplished by a team with a 
common goal, than individuals. 





For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the 
midst of them. 


Matthew 18:20 


Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any 
thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in 
heaven. 


Matthew 18:19 





The Prayer of Consecration. The prayer of consecration is a time of setting 
ourselves apart in order to hear clearly from God, in order to follow His will. 
And, a prayer of consecration also could be considered a time of fasting from 
worldly distractions. A time when we silence everything: electronics; TV, 
phones or Internet, just you and the Lord for a set time. A time of consecration 
could also be similar to a time of fast when we go without food. A time of 
consecration could be spent reading the Counsel of the Lord, searching the 
scriptures, talking to God and listening for the voice of God. It is very 
imperative to know that in a time of consecration, we are not trying to get deep, 
spooky or scary. But, we want to crucify the flesh and deny self from any 
worldly pleasures. Finally, consecration is a time where we seek direction, 
guidance and spiritual growth from God. 
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Sanctify yourselves therefore, and be ye holy: for lam the LORD your God. And 
ye shall keep my statutes, and do them: I am the LORD which sanctify you. 


Leviticus 20:7-8 


Rejoice evermore. Pray without ceasing. In every thing give thanks: for this is 
the will of God in Christ Jesus concerning you. Quench not the Spirit. Despise 
not prophesyings. Prove all things; hold fast that which is good. Abstain from 
all appearance of evil. And the very God of peace sanctify you wholly; and I 
pray God your whole spirit and soul and body be preserved blameless unto the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Faithful is he that calleth you, who also will 
do it. 


I Thessalonians 5:16- 24 


The Prayer of Faith. The prayer of faith is a prayer performed by a righteous 
man or women of God. The prayer of faith has been known to save the sick, 
lost and backslidden child of God. In the scripture below, prayer is offered in 
faith for a person who is sick and for a person who have committed sins. And 
this prayer type of prayer we ask God to heal and forgive. 





Is any among you afflicted? let him pray. Is any merry? let him sing psalms. Is 
any sick among you? let him call for the elders of the church; and let them pray 
over him, anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord: And the prayer of 
faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if he have 
committed sins, they shall be forgiven him. Confess your faults one to another, 
and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer 
of a righteous man availeth much. 


James 5:13-16 


Jesus said in Mark chapter 18 verse 8 Nevertheless when the Son of man 
cometh, shall he find faith on the earth? 
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***TIn your time of study please read Luke 18 to understand what Jesus 
means when He said shall the Son of man find faith on the earth.*** 


The Prayer of Imprecation. The prayer of imprecation is a prayer to invoke 
God’s judgment on the wicked and thereby avenge the righteous. We find a lot 
of prayer of imprecations in the performed in the book of Psalms by King 
David. A good example of a prayer of imprecation can be found in the scripture 
below in Psalm 69. 





Let their table become a snare before them: and that which should have been 
for their welfare, let it become a trap. Let their eyes be darkened, that they see 
not; and make their loins continually to shake. Pour out thine indignation upon 
them, and let thy wrathful anger take hold of them. Let their habitation be 
desolate; and let none dwell in their tents. For they persecute him whom thou 
hast smitten; and they talk to the grief of those whom thou hast wounded. Add 
iniquity unto their iniquity: and let them not come into thy righteousness. Let 
them be blotted out of the book of the living, and not be written with the 
righteous. But Iam poor and sorrowful: let thy salvation, O God, set me up on 
high. I will praise the name of God with a song, and will magnify him with 
thanksgiving. 


Psalm 69:22-30 


The Prayer of Worship. The prayer of worship focuses on exalting, praising, 
singing and thanking God for what he has done. 


Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom; teaching and 
admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
with grace in your hearts to the Lord. 
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Colossians 3:16 


Praise ye the LORD. Praise God in his sanctuary: praise him in the firmament 
of his power. Praise him for his mighty acts: praise him according to his 
excellent greatness. Praise him with the sound of the trumpet: praise him with 
the psaltery and harp. Praise him with the timbrel and dance: praise him with 
stringed instruments and organs.Praise him upon the loud cymbals: praise him 
upon the high sounding cymbals. Let every thing that hath breath praise the 
LORD. Praise ye the LORD. 


Psalm 150:1-6 


The third type of prayer in 1 Timothy 2:1 that the Counsel of the Lord advises 
us to pray is called a Prayer of Intercession. The prayer of intercession is a 
requests for others as we intercede for them. We are told to make intercession 
“for everyone” in 1 Timothy 2:1. 


Paul, often prayed and wrote prayers of intercession. 


For this cause I bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, Of 
whom the whole family in heaven and earth is named, That he would grant you, 
according to the riches of his glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit 
in the inner man; That Christ may dwell in your hearts by faith; that ye, being 
rooted and grounded in love, May be able to comprehend with all saints what 
is the breadth, and length, and depth, and height; And to know the love of 
Christ, which passeth knowledge, that ye might be filled with all the fulness of 
God. Now unto him that is able to do exceeding abundantly above all that we 
ask or think, according to the power that worketh in us, Unto him be glory in 
the church by Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end. Amen. 
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Ephesians 3:14-21 


For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, 
and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of his will in all wisdom 
and spiritual understanding; That ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all 
pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of 
God; Strengthened with all might, according to his glorious power, unto all 
patience and longsuffering with joyfulness; Giving thanks unto the Father, 
which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: 
Who hath delivered us from the power of darkness, and hath translated us into 
the kingdom of his dear Son: In whom we have redemption through his blood, 
even the forgiveness of sins: 


Colossians 1:9-14 


The fourth type of prayer in 1 Timothy 2:1, the Lord’s Counsel advises us to 
pray, is called the Prayer of Thanksgiving. The prayer of thanksgiving is 
found in Philippians chapter 4 verse 6. A prayer of thanksgiving is simply 
giving thanks to God. Many examples of thanksgiving prayers can also be 
found in the book of Psalms. Also in the beginning of the book of Luke. Often 
termed the Magnificat, or Canticle of Mary is a hymn of praise by Mary, the 
mother of Jesus. 


Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication with 
thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God. 


Philippians 4:6 


O give thanks unto the LORD, for he is good: for his mercy endureth for ever. 


Psalm 107:1 


Pray without ceasing. In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in 
Christ Jesus concerning you. 
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I Thessalonians 5:17-18 


And Mary said, My soul doth magnify the Lord, And my spirit hath rejoiced in 
God my Saviour. For he hath regarded the low estate of his handmaiden: for, 
behold, from henceforth all generations shall call me blessed. For he that is 
mighty hath done to me great things; and holy is his name. And his mercy is on 
them that fear him from generation to generation. He hath shewed strength with 
his arm; he hath scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts. He hath 
put down the mighty from their seats, and exalted them of low degree. He hath 
filled the hungry with good things; and the rich he hath sent empty away. He 
hath helped his servant Israel, in remembrance of his mercy; As he spake to 
our fathers, to Abraham, and to his seed for ever. 


Luke 1:46-55 


The Bible also speaks of Praying in the Spirit. And Prayers of Moaning and 
Groaning: when we are unable to think of words to say for the urgency, sorrow 
and pains in our heart. And, at those times, the Counsel of the Lord states, the 
Spirit Himself makes intercession for us. 


For if I pray in an unknown tongue, my spirit prayeth, but my understanding is 
unfruitful. What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will pray with the 
understanding also: I will sing with the spirit, and I will sing with the 
understanding also. 


1 Corinthians 14:14-15 


Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not what we should 
pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with 
groanings which cannot be uttered. And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth 
what is the mind of the Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints 
according to the will of God. 
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Romans 8:26-27 


These are just a few examples of types of prayers that are found in the Counsel 
of the Lord. As we read and study we should take note of all of them and use 
them as a guide to help us in our time of prayer. In closing, with all of these 
types of prayers and guides there should not be a moment of ceasing in prayer 
or communications with God. 
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Chapter 5 
Elijah a Man of Prayer 





Elijah was a man with a nature like ours, and he prayed earnestly that it would 
not rain; and it did not rain on the land for three years and six months. 


James 5:17 


There are many examples of men and women of God praying throughout the 
Counsel of the Lord, God’s Word, and His Counsel. Nevertheless, in this book 
I want to focus only on one man. In the book of 1 Kings the 17 chapter is a 
man by the name of Elijah. The Counsel of the Lord just gives us limited 
information about Elijah. God’s Word, just lets us know that he is a Tishbite, 
who was of the inhabitants of Gilead. After Elijah’s introduction we see him 
standing before King Ahab and declaring, “As the Lord God of Israel liveth, 
before whom I stand, there shall not be dew nor rain these years, but according 
to my word.” Which lets us know that or words carry weight. That is why we 
have to pray without ceasing and stay in communication with God. Solomon, a 
man full of wise sayings said, we are always speaking life or death. 


Death and life are in the power of the tongue: and they that love it shall eat the 
fruit thereof. 


Proverbs 18:21 


We also notice that Elijah really did not speak a lot. But when he did speak, 
whatever he spoke happened, or, what the Bible says, came to pass. And it is 
the same way in our life. And since we know our words have power, we have 
to be more willing to be quiet and more diligent to listen. So that we can hear 
the leading of the Spirit of God. 
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Furthermore, after Elijah spoke to King Ahab he was quiet. Because he had to 
listen for the voice of God to give him his next instructions. God’s next 
instructions for Elijah was to go eastward and hide thyself by the brook of 
Cherith. God’s instructions, also detailed that the brook of Cherith is before 
Jordan. Now suppose Elijah went west to a lake that he already knew. Then, he 
would have been disobedient and missed his bread, flesh and drink every 
morning and every evening. But, thank God that Elijah was obedient and did 
according unto the Word of the Lord. Because, Now as God’s children we can 
learn from his experience, to trust in God and God’s Word. 


Furthermore in these first seven scriptures in the 17 chapter of 1 Kings we not 
only learn to trust in God. But, we also have what is considered an inspired 
testimony that God will supply our need when we are willing and obedient. 
Even in a drought. 


Isaiah said it this way. 


Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, 
plead for the widow. Come now, and let us reason together, saith the Lord: 
though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though they be 
red like crimson, they shall be as wool. If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall 
eat the good of the land: 


Isaiah 1:17-19 
Paul wrote to Timothy and encouraged him this way. 
But continue thou in the things which thou hast learned and hast been assured 
of, knowing of whom thou hast learned them; And that from a child thou hast 
known the holy scriptures, which are able to make thee wise unto salvation 


through faith which is in Christ Jesus. All scripture is given by inspiration of 
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction 
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in righteousness: That the man of God may be perfect, thoroughly furnished 
unto all good works. 


2 Timothy 3:14-17 


King David wrote, in what is one of his most famous Psalm. 


The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord: and he delighteth in his way. 
Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the Lord upholdeth him 
with his hand. I have been young, and now am old; yet have I not seen the 
righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread. 


Psalm 37:23-25 


After a quiet, peaceful and consecrated time at the brook of Cherith, the 
scripture said the brook dried up. And it dried up because there had been no 
rain in the land. Now, let’s take our time and reason with Elijah for a moment. 
According to the Wisdom of Solomon. We can assume the reason the brook 
dried up is because Elijah open his mouth and said, “That there will be no dew 
or rain until he says it will rain.” So naturally one would say why want he just 
pray and ask God for it to rain. That, would be good reasoning. Nevertheless, 
the reason Elijah did not say ought is because, God had not spoken to him yet. 
Elijah was in a season of sanctification. A season where he was seeking, 
listening and waiting on directions from God. A lesson that can be learned from 
the brook of Cherith is when we see our brook drying up it is time for a prayer 
of consecration. So that we might ask God to search our hearts, and draw closer 
to God that we might hear our next set of instructions. 


And as soon as the brook dried up the scripture said, God gave Elijah 
instructions to go to Zarephath. In Elijah’s instruction, God had commanded a 
widow woman there to sustain him. In other Words God had already spoken 
and touched the widow women’s heart. Are so we hope, think or believe. 
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The Bible said, Elijah went to Zarephath and when he came to the gate of the 
city he saw a widow woman gathering sticks. The Counsel of the Lord instructs 
us to watch and pray. 


Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: the spirit indeed is willing, 
but the flesh is weak. 


Matthew 26:41 


And the scripture said, Elijah called her and said, “Fetch me, I pray thee, a little 
water in a vessel, that I may drink.” Notice here he said “Fetch me” first. But 
thank God he caught himself and the very next thing he said was, “I pray.” 
Praying should always be the first thing we do before we do anything. Prayer 
is important. Remember in pray ASK, Seek and Knock. Pray opens the door. I 
can recall when I first met one of the Elders of the church he always told me 
you have to have a prayer life. He did not try to teach me anything in The 
Counsel of the Lord. He simply said you have to have a prayer life. And those 
words have been rooted and grounded in my heart until this day. Then God, 
illuminated my heart and mind to what that Elder was talking about. 


Solomon wrote. 


Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own 
understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 
Be not wise in thine own eyes: 


Proverbs 3:5-7 


Through the scripture above, Solomon, shows us what a prayer life is. Constant 
communications with God. It is not trusting what we know, or what we have 
learned, or what we think. It is always about what is written in the Counsel of 
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the Lord. And always, always acknowledging God. Waiting and listening to 
hear instructions from Him for direction. 


God will even speak to us while we are in a conversation with someone. Here 
he speaks to Elijah while he is in a conversation with the widow women. The 
Word of God said, as the widow women was going to fetch Elijah something 
to drink. Elijah called her and said, “Bring me I pray the morsel of bread in 
thine hand.” Notice, what Elijah did again. He said bring me, before he prayed. 
And we do that from time to time. We forget to pray before we ASK. Or we 
forget to pray before we make demands. 


Now, when Elijah prayed and said, “Fetch me a little water.” Now, notice that, 
was okay for the widow women. But notice when he said, “bring me, I pray 
thee, a morsel of bread in thine hand.” That request from Elijah, struck a nerve 
in the widow woman. And the widow woman started talking. She said, “As the 
Lord thy God liveth, I have not a cake, but an handful of meal in a barrel, and 
a little oil in a cruse: and, behold, I am gathering two sticks, that I may go in 
and dress it for me and my son, that we may eat it, and die.” Before we go any 
further. Let’s take note of the perceptions. Elijah said, “A morsel” and the 
widow woman said, “A cake.” We also take notice of both Elijah and the widow 
women starting off their conversation with the all too familiar pronoun ‘I’. 
Anytime we hear the word I, a person is talking and thinking only about self. 
And usually when we dwell on; what can I get, what I want, or what I need, 
there is always an attachment. And attached to the word ‘I’ in this scene of the 
Counsel of the Lord is the word fear. The widow women feared that her and 
her son where going to die of starvation, because of her perception that she only 
had a handful of meal and a little oil in a cruse. And, Elijah could feel and hear 
it in her voice and he spoke to her FEAR. Elijah said, “FEAR NOT.” And he 
continued speaking, “go and do what you say you are going to do, but, make 
me thereof a little cake first.” Then Elijah told the widow woman, “Bring it 
unto him.” And he kept on talking. Elijah said, “after you bring me a little cake, 
make a cake for you and then for your son.” By now the widow women thought 
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to herself is he crazy did he not hear I was down to my last or so she perceived. 
But I heard the Apostle Herman L. Murray Jr. preach a message entitled, God 
can do a lot with a little. In fact, the widow women said it herself. She said, “I 
just have a handful of meal and a little oil in a cruse.” I have learned what we 
think is small, someone else might think it’s huge. A good example is the way 
we see our fuel gauge on our car. The hand on the fuel gauge can be on the half 
mark. But according to our perception or our faith; we might say, our car is on 
half empty. Yet, on the other hand, someone else might say it is halfway full. 


Paul said it this way. 


Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I 
am, therewith to be content. I know both how to be abased, and I know how to 
abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be 
hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 


Philippians 4:1 1-12 


To be real with you, we are not born content. That is why, Paul said we have to 
learn to be content. And there are times in our life when those are some hard 
lessons to learn. Nevertheless, the widow woman figured she did not have 
nothing to gain and nothing to lose. So she became content. And when we learn 
how to be content, a prayer of thanksgiving and a prayer of worship will over 
shadow us. And nobody has to pump us or prime us to pray, be thankful and 
offer a sacrifice of worship and praise. Moreover, in the midst of prayer, 
thanksgiving, worship and praise we can see where we could be worse off than 
we really are. And that is when God begins to do the supernatural and the 
miraculous with the content and little meant we have left. 


Furthermore, Elijah said, “for thus saith the Lord God of Israel, The barrel of 
meal shall not waste, neither shall the cruse of oil fail, until the day that the 
Lord sendeth rain upon the earth.” Elijah in his time of sanctification found out 
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his word had power. So he began to speak life into a dead situation. And we 
also as children of God, can speak life into dead situation and watch the 
situation come alive. 


So the widow woman went and did according to the saying of Elijah. And the 
Counsel of the Lord informed us that the widow women, Elijah, and her house, 
did eat many days. Notice it did not just say her son it said her house. I can hear 
John Hagee the founder and Senior Pastor of Cornerstone Church in San 
Antonio, Texas shouting, Hallelujah to the Lamb of God. I can hear the Apostle 
Nate Holcomb clap his hands and say, “Go ahead don’t just patty cake give God 
a Praise.” I can hear the Apostle Herman L. Murray say, “I can see you opening 
your mouth, but I can’t hear no praise.” Then in my Spirit, I can hear the widow 
woman at testimony service testifying to the glory and honor of God and 
declaring how God met her at the point of her need and answered every right 
desire. And I can imagine the widow woman breaking out into a song of praise 
and worship. Called, Jesus I’ll Never Forget What You Done for Me. 


Oh, Jesus, I'll never forget 
What You done for me 


Jesus, I'll never forget 
You set my soul free 


Jesus, I'll never forget 
How You brought me out 


Lord I'll never forget 
No never 


Nevertheless, I often hear preachers say when the Lord is blessing the Devil is 
messing. And it came to pass, after these things that the son of the woman, the 
mistress of the house, fell sick; and his sickness was so sore, that there was no 
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breath left in him. And in this life, we have learned if you want to get a women 
angry mess with her kids. I don’t care if they are a toddler, teenager or grown 
man, three or thirteen or thirty-five plus. Don’t mess with a woman and her 
kids. 


Even after God blesses us. How soon do we forget about the last time God 
brought us through? And even after God used Elijah to sustain her and her hold 
house which in term; graduated the widow women from one level of 
contentment to the next level of contentment. The widow woman said unto 
Elijah, “What have I to do with thee, O thou man of God?” So now the Counsel 
of the Lord has given Elijah a new name in glory, [Man of God]. I can sense 
the tone in the widow women’s speech. As she said to Elijah, “art thou come 
unto me to call my sin to remembrance, and to slay my son?” But Elijah kept 
his composure. 


Solomon wrote in the book of Proverbs. 


A soft answer turneth away wrath: but grievous words stir up anger. 
Proverbs 15:1 


There are times when we as women and men can get caught up in our feelings. 
And if both parties are caught up in their feelings and nobody has a prayer life 
it could end up damaging between the relationships of both parties. And at that 
time, the only words we thank we can hear, are the words of the louder party. 
Nevertheless, I can hear Elijah gently and sternly say to the widow woman, 
“Give me thy son.” And he took him out of her bosom, and carried him up into 
a loft, where he abode, and laid him upon his own bed. 


And it is here where the Counsel of the Lord demonstrates the importance of 
praying without ceasing. The Word of God said, Elijah cried unto the Lord, and 
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said, ““O Lord my God, hast thou also brought evil upon the widow with whom 
I sojourn, by slaying her son?” Notice Elijah is not speaking life he is speaking, 
crying and saying things similar to the widow woman. And you don’t have to 
guess. Because when the widow woman cried nothing happened. This put me 
in remembrance of a song I learned in grade school called /ts Alright to Cry. 


It’s Alright to Cry 

Crying gets the sad out of you 
Raindrops from your Eyes 

It might make you feel better 


After crying to God, Elijah stretched himself upon the child not one time, not 
two times but three times, and nothing happened. Next, the Bible said, he cried 
unto the Lord again. And nothing happened. Then Elijah, the Man of God 
remembered the widow woman called him, “Man of God.” Elijah remembered, 
that he spoke to King Ahab and it still haven’t rained. Elijah remembered, that 
he spoke to a handful of meal and little oil in a cruse. Then the man of God 
remembered when he spoke life to a dead situation and the situation turned 
around. And the Man of God said, ““O Lord my God, I pray thee. Let this child's 
soul come into him again.” And the Counsel of the Lord said, God heard the 
voice of Elijah; and the soul of the child came into him again, and he revived. 


According to the Merriam Webster dictionary, the word revived means to return 
to consciousness or life and to become active or flourishing again. After the 
child’s soul came back into him again and he was revived, Elijah took the child, 
and brought him down out of the chamber and into the house. And while in the 
house Elijah delivered the child unto his mother. Simultaneously, while Elijah 
was delivering the child to his mother the Man of God said, See, thy son liveth. 
And the widow woman said to Elijah, “now by this I know that thou art a man 
of God, and that the word of the Lord in thy mouth is truth.” 
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Pray without ceasing. 


1 Thessalonians 4:17 
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STUDY TO BE QUIET 


Chapter 1 
Study to Show 





Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 


2 Timothy 2:15 


According to the Merriam Webster Dictionary the word study means; to read 
in detail, with the intention of learning. Study also means; devoting, engaging 
enquiring, meditating and reflecting our time and attention to acquire 
knowledge on a particular subject, using a variety of resources. When we study 
The Counsel of the Lord, God’s Word, The Bible, God is drawing back the 
curtains of our understanding, in order to give us His perfect understanding. 
And this process is called, the renewing of the mind. 


Paul wrote it this way. 


And be not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by the renewing of 
your mind, that ye may prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, 
will of God. 


Romans 12:2 


Although, reading is considered one of the best ways we can study The Counsel 
of the Lord: in order to observe, interpret, and receive the application of God’s 
Word and its contents, we should also have exposure to gifted writers and 
teachers of our past and in our present. 
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When we look at the two scriptures above in The Counsel of the Lord it also 
gives us a definition of why we are studying. In 2 Timothy 2:15, Paul is writing 
to Timothy to encourage him. Paul writes, “Study to Shew”. According to the 
dictionary Shew is an old-fashion spelling of the word Show. So, what Paul was 
telling Timothy is to Study to Show. 


Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and 
glorify your Father which is in heaven. 


Matthew 5:16 


Providing for honest things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the 
sight of men. 


2 Corinthians 8:21 


In all things shewing thyself a pattern of good works: in doctrine shewing 
uncorruptness, gravity, sincerity, Sound speech, that cannot be condemned; 
that he that is of the contrary part may be ashamed, having no evil thing to say 


of you. 


Titus 2:8 


Having your conversation honest among the Gentiles: that, whereas they speak 
against you as evildoers, they may by your good works, which they shall behold, 
glorify God in the day of visitation. 


I Peter 2:12 


In other words, Paul wasn’t telling Timothy to put on a show. But, to study until 
it becomes a part of his character. And as children of God whenever we are 
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studying The Counsel of the Lord or any other subject we have to make what 
we are studying a part of our character. So we have to Study to Show. 


Now that we know we are to Study to Show. This poses a question. Who are 
we trying to show? And, The Counsel of the Lord always has the answer to all 
of our questions. The Word of God lets us know that the only person that we 
have to show or have approval from is God. Nowadays, we have too many 
people trying to show and prove to people, what they can and cannot do. And 
we have a lot of people trying to prove to people what they don’t do and do. 
When the only approval we need is the approval of God. 


Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 


2 Timothy 2:15 


You have some church members when they go to the grocery store and see 
people of God or if they see their pastor, they take a detour and go down another 
aisle or to the other side of the store. Because they don’t want the people of 
God or their pastor to see them inappropriately dressed or what they have in 
their basket. One pastor said, “I deliberately go over to those church members 
and tell them it is not me you have to hide from but it is God. And, God is 
everywhere beholding the evil and the good. 


The eyes of the Lord are in every place, beholding the evil and the good. 
Proverbs 15:3 


Then there are other people who feel they have to please everybody. We call 
them people pleasers. Now, The Counsel of the Lord didn’t say that we as 
children of God have to please people but we do have to respect people and get 
along with one another and love people the same way we love ourselves. 
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Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the 
Lord: 


Hebrews 12:14 


Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy mind. This is the first and great commandment. 
And the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself: On these 
two commandments hang all the law and the prophets. 


Matthew 22:37-40 


And as children of God we have to be careful how we handle all people because 
God is no respector of person. And all of us are God’s children. But some of 
God’s children are lost, been influenced in the wrong direction or want to be 
grown and on their own. When we were young someone taught us one way or 
another every cap must stand on its own bottle. And there was a song that said, 
Momma might have, Papa might have but God bless the child that has it’s on. 
Selfish but wise sayings. Nevertheless, we must remember that everyone is a 
child of God. And we as His children must plant good seeds. Because whatever 
seeds we sow we will see the fruit in due season. And the good news or bad 
news is that we don’t know how soon or how late due season will be. 


Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 
he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; 
but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. 


Galatians 6:7-8 


Then said he unto the disciples, It is impossible but that offences will come: but 
woe unto him, through whom they come! It were better for him that a millstone 
were hanged about his neck, and he cast into the sea, than that he should offend 
one of these little ones. Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against 
thee, rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him. And if he trespass against thee 
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seven times in a day, and seven times in a day turn again to thee, saying, I 
repent; thou shalt forgive him. 


Luke 17:1-4 


He that receiveth a prophet in the name of a prophet shall receive a prophet's 
reward; and he that receiveth a righteous man in the name of a righteous man 
shall receive a righteous man's reward. And whosoever shall give to drink unto 
one of these little ones a cup of cold water only in the name of a disciple, verily 
TI say unto you, he shall in no wise lose his reward. 


Matthew 10:41-42 


Let brotherly love continue. Be not forgetful to entertain strangers: for thereby 
some have entertained angels unawares. 


Hebrews 13:1-2 


I was listening to a sermon from the Reverend Billy Graham and he told a 
parable about a Father, the father’s son and watermelon seeds. Billy Graham 
said, 


“There was a father and a son who lived together on the family’s farm. And 
they had a garden with all types of vegetables and fruit growing. One day the 
father told his son, that he was going to drive up to town and take care of a few 
things. And the son’s father new that it was getting close to harvest the 
watermelons. Because the watermelons in the watermelon patch where getting 
big. And the father new his son loved to eat watermelon. So the father told his 
son, “don’t go near the watermelon patch or touch the watermelons while I am 
gone.” So while the father was gone up town. The son was out playing by the 
watermelon patch and looked at all of the beautiful watermelons. He figured, 
his father want miss a watermelon if he took a watermelon down by the river, 
eat the watermelon and buried the portion of the watermelon that he couldn’t 
eat. So the son took a watermelon from the watermelon patch located in the 
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garden, and went down by the river and ate the watermelon. Then the son 
thought. Now, I better hide and dispose of the core, seeds and the parts of the 
watermelon I didn’t eat. So father can’t find any evidence of the watermelon I 
ate. A few weeks later the father and his son went fishing down by the river. 
And growing next to the river was a small patch of watermelons.” 


Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall 
he also reap. For he that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; 
but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting. 


Galatians 6:7-8 


But if ye will not do so, behold, ye have sinned against the Lord: and be sure 
your sin will find you out. 


Numbers 32:23 


In closing this chapter make sure that we Study to Show ourselves approved 
unto God. 


For there is nothing covered, that shall not be revealed; neither hid, that shall 
not be known. Therefore whatsoever ye have spoken in darkness shall be heard 
in the light; and that which ye have spoken in the ear in closets shall be 
proclaimed upon the housetops. 


Luke 12:2-3 
And what I say unto you I say unto all, Watch. 


Mark 13:37 
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Chapter 2 
Study to Be 





And that ye study to be quiet, and to do your own business, and to work with 
your own hands, as we commanded you; 


I Thessalonians 4:11 


Moreover, in Paul’s first letter to the Thessalonians Paul writes, Study to Be. 
According to the dictionary the word Be means: to exist to have identity with: 
to constitute the same idea or object as to take place to have, maintain, or 
occupy a place, situation, or position. 


When I was young I spent a lot of time at my grandfather’s barbershop. The 
barbershop was not only his source of income but, it was also his ministry. And 
every time a young man would get in the barber chair he would asked him, 
“What is it that you want to be when you grow up?” And of course there were 
young men who said, “I want to play football.” And my grandfather would ask, 
“Why do you want to play football?” And the young men would answer, 
“Because I want to be famous like Randall Cunningham.” Others might say, 
“Because I want to catch footballs like Jerry Rice and make a lot of 
touchdowns.” Then others would say I want to be like Prime Time and dance 
in the end zone.” Other young men would say, “I want to play in the NBA.” 
And of course my grandfather would say, “Why do you want to play in the 
NBA?” And the young men would say, “I want to be like Mike.” Others would 
say, “I want to glide like Clyde Drexler.” And then I overheard one of them 
say, “I got skills like Kobe”. 


Then my grandfather got a little wiser. He would ask the same question in a 
different light. Grandfather would ask the young men, “How are you going to 
make your money.” And there was still the same young men saying, “I am 
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going to play football in the NFL or play basketball in the NBA.” Then those 
same young men would begin to stretch their imagination and exaggerate. They 
would say, “I want to buy me a nice car and buy momma a beautiful house.” 
And very seldom and every now and then you had a few young men who would 
say, “I want to be a doctor, lawyer or a teacher and coach. Very few would say, 
“Tam going to work at the same plant where my dad worked for over 20 years 
and retired.” Some young men would even say, “I want to have my own 
business.” 


And when my Grandfather heard, “own business”, he would push his bi-focals 
upon his nose and would asked them, “What kind of business, are you going to 
have?” See back then entertainment and music was the order of the day. And 
young men would say, “I am going to be a rap artist or anr & b singer and sell 
my cassette tapes for seven dollars and my cd’s for ten dollars.” Other young 
men would say, “I am going to have a clothing line like Cross Colors, Guess, 
Girbaud, Phat Pharm, and Tommy Hilfiger.” One young man said he was going 
to take over his dad’s lawn business. And that same young man explained, how 
he and his dad edge, weed eat and mow yards for forty dollars a yard. Another 
young man said he was going to be in the real estate business. One fellow said, 
“My dad taught me how to smoke the best brisket this side of Heaven.” And 
the fellow continued dreaming, “and I am going to open up “Brisket from 
Heaven” and sell my brisket plates, for ten dollars a plate.” 


Then the young men began to get creative. One young man said, “I am going 
to open a store.” And he continued and said, “in fact I go to Wal-Mart and buy 
candy for thirty three cents.” You see that was how much it was for a regular 
size candy bar when I was a young man. But the young man said, “I buy candy 
bars for thirty three cents and take them to school and sell them for a dollar.” 
Then the young man shape-shifted into a Texas Instrument Calculator. He said, 
“That nets me a profit of seventy-seven cents per candy bar which I use to 
purchase more candy bars and other things I need for my business.” 
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Every now and then on a hot day you would get one comedian. And he would 
say, “I can backstroke and butterfly like Michael Phelps.” “I am going to open 
up an indoor pool so I can teach people how to swim and win a Gold Medal at 
the Summer Olympic Games.” 


There were a few young men who would say, “I am going to the Military to 
travel the world.” And my Grandfather would ask them, “Can you swim?” And 
they would say no and my Grandfather would say, “Then you better-not go to 
the Navy because you will be on the water for a good while.” And my 
grandfather would always encourage them, “if you go to the Military go to the 
Air Force and get a good education.” 


After hearing all of those wonderful, creative and intelligent ways and ideas to 
make money and with all that good advice. I would get up in the chair. And my 
Grandfather would ask me, “What do you want to be? And, How are you going 
to make your money?” You see when I was young, I focused on watching a lot 
of television. I use to watch Show Time at the Apollo, Def Comedy Jam, In 
Living Color, Sanford & Son, The Jefferson’s, 227, Amen, Good Times, What’s 
Happening, Arsenio Hall Show and the Martin Lawrence Show. So I told my 
Grandfather, “I wanted to be an actor and do comedy.” Then my Grandfather 
would say, “You can’t go to college to be a comedian.” So the closest thing that 
sound like comedian to me was communications. 


After I would get a haircut my mother would come and pick me up from the 
barbershop because, dad was often at work. Thank and praise God for my 
beautiful, God-fearing, praying mother who just knows how to be herself. She 
taught me don’t try to be what you are not, she always would tell me, “Can’t 
Nobody BE You but You.” Then while watching television one day a U.S. Army 
commercial came on and the jingle said, “BE All That You Can BE, Get an 
Edge on Life in the Army.” And a few weeks later the U.S. Army had a new 
slogan, “An Army of One.” After talking to the recruiter and seeing the benefits 
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of joining the Army, I found myself at the military entrance processing station. 
After passing my examinations and test they asked me what military 
occupational specialty, do I want to learn. And I said, “Communications.” 


You see in the Army you are a Soldier first, but you still had to have an 
occupation or specialty. I was considered a Soldier and a Communications 
Specialist. First the Army sends you to Basic Combat Training to learn how to 
be a Soldier. Afterwards, the Army sends you to Advance Individual Training 
and teach you your occupation specialty. 


At Basic Combat Training the first thing we learned was, How to Be Quiet. 


While at Basic Combat Training, I had an African American Drill Sergeant 
whose last name was Cherry. Drill Sergeant Cherry was short and stocky and 
built like Sylvester Stallone. Drill Sergeant Cherry would have all of us brand 
new soldiers fresh off of the street stand quietly for two hours at a time at 
attention. If anyone talked, complained or couldn’t stand at attention he would 
tell the whole platoon to drop and give him fifty. Platoon is the same thing as a 
group of thirty to sixty soldiers. When Drill Sergeant Cherry said drop and give 
him fifty that meant fifty push-ups. After a few soldiers were talking and joking 
around, and over five hundred push-ups later we all got the message just stand 
there and Be Quiet. 


Another lesson learned about Being Quiet in Basic Combat Training was the 
first time the whole platoon marched down to The Army’s Barbershop. Now 
keep in mind that The Army Barbershop was a mile away from our barracks. 
Furthermore, the Army gave everybody the same haircut. A high and tight or 
what I call a chili bowl cut. There were many soldiers with long hair. Some 
soldiers had been growing their hair, from birth. Others recently grew their hair 
into big afros. A couple of soldiers had braids, twist and corn rolls. 
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Nevertheless, whatever you had it had to be taken down, taken apart and cut. 
And the end result was a high and tight. 


There was one soldier who sat in the barber’s chair and forgot where he was. 
And the barber started talking to him. And this brand new soldier was just 
talking like they were buddies and homeboys from around the way. And the 
barber asked him, “Where are you from?” And the soldier said, “Tennessee.” 
And the barber said, “Good old country Tennessee, Smokey Mountains”, And, 
when the barber was finished cutting his hair he gave him a high and tight and 
left a patch of hair in the back of his head, in the shape of the letter “T’. After 
the whole platoon marched a half a mile quietly and a half a mile singing a Drill 
Sergeant Cherry lead familiar cadence J Left My Home For the Army. ***A 
cadence is where the Drill Sergeant sings a few words then the whole platoon 
either say, “Your right” or the whole platoon repeats what the Drill Sergeant 
say. 


I Left My Home For the Army. 


Drill Sergeant: Your mother was home when you left 
Platoon: You’re right 


Drill Sergeant: Your father was home when you left 
Platoon: You’re right 


Drill Sergeant: Your sister was home when you left 
Platoon: You’re right 


Drill Sergeant: Your brother was home when you left 
Platoon: You’re right 


Drill Sergeant: Your mother, your father, your sister, your brother 
The dog, the cat, the fish, the rat, your aunt, your uncle, and both of your cousins, 
Your papa, your granny, the maid, the nanny, they all was home when you left 


Platoon: You’re right 


Drill Sergeant: And that’s the reason you left 
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Platoon: You’re right 


Drill Sergeant Start and Platoon repeat 

I left my home, for the army 

I left my home, for the army 

The day I left, my mama cried 

She thought that I was going to die 

I left my wife, standing at the door 

She thought that I, would die at war 

I left my son, playing in the yard 

To see his daddy leave, made him cry so hard 
The day I left, shook my daddy’s hand 


He said that I, had become aman 





After marching a mile both quietly and singing cadence we made it back to the 
barracks. Meanwhile, back at the barracks, Drill Sergeant Cherry tells all of us 
to take our hats off, in order to have a haircut inspection. And during the haircut 
inspection Drill Sergeant Cherry notices that one soldier has a patch of hair in 
the back of his head, in the shape of the letter ‘T’. Instead of that one soldier 
going back to get his hair cut correctly. We all had to march back a mile in 
quietness. In order to get the letter “T’, cut out of the back of the one soldier’s 
head who could not keep his mouth close. When we got there the barber said, 
“We knew you all would be back” and the barber proceeded to tell the whole 
platoon, “the letter “T’ stood for Tennessee and Talk too much”. 


Years later while sitting in the congregation I heard my pastor confirm what my 
mother and basic training had taught me. The Apostle Hermon L. Murray Jr. 
said, “Be the Best You, You Can Be and Study to be Quiet.” 


What my mother, the barber and Apostle Murray said, reminds me of a story 
about the religious man who trained his horse. 
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There was a man who wanted to train his horse. He was a very religious man 
so he decided that he would train the horse so that it would go when he said 
“praise the lord” and stop when he said “hallelujah.” 


After a few months, the man was able to train the horse to do this. 


One day, the man was riding the horse and the horse saw a jack rabbit and got 
spooked. The horse started sprinting in its fright. The man was scared and could 
not remember the command to stop the horse. He was trying everything he 
could think of. “Whoa horsey”, “Thank the Lord,” “By the blood of Jesus,” 
“Amen” 


But the horse would not stop. 

Then the man realized that the horse was running towards a cliff. 
The man knew he had to remember quickly. 

At the very last moment he remembered and shouted “Hallelujah.” 
The horse stopped just before the cliff’s edge. 


And, in his relief, the man said “praise the lord.” 


To every thing there is a season, and a time to every purpose under the heaven: 
A time to be born, and a time to die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up that 
which is planted; A time to kill, and a time to heal; a time to break down, and 
atime to build up; A time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time to mourn, and a 
time to dance; A time to cast away stones, and a time to gather stones together; 
a time to embrace, and a time to refrain from embracing; A time to get, and a 
time to lose; a time to keep, and a time to cast away; A time to rend, and a time 
to sew; a time to keep silence, and a time to speak; A time to love, and 
a time to hate; a time of war, and a time of peace. 


Ecclesiastes 3:1-8 
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Chapter 3 
Quiet in The Lord’s Counsel 





And that ye study to be quiet, and to do your own business, and to work with 
your own hands, as we commanded you; 


1 Thessalonians 4:11 


According to the Strong’s Concordance the word quiet is found fifty four times 
in The Counsel of the Lord. Quiet is found in the form of disquieted, quietness, 
quieteth and just plain quiet. According to the Merriam Webster Dictionary the 
word quiet has eight meanings and below they are listed from A to H 


A free from noise or uproar 

B making or involving no noise or very little noise 
C tending to speak very little 

D marked by little or no motion or activity: calm 
E gentle, easygoing a quiet temperament 


F not disturbed by noise or activity quiet reading a moment of quiet 
contemplation: enjoyed in peace and relaxation 


G secluded 


H carried out secretly or discreetly quiet diplomacy: not made known openly or 
publicly worked with quiet 


When we as children of God Study to be Quiet we save ourselves from a lot of 
heartaches, pains and trouble. Especially in our relationship with other people. 
Studying to be Quiet will fix a marriage, a broken relationship between family, 
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friends, foes, ex-spouses, ex-friends and co-workers. When we are Quiet the 
Enemy do not know what we are thinking or doing. 


There was a story told of one of the Star War Missionaries of the church who 
was a praying woman of God. One day she was on her knees at home praying. 
And she was praying loud enough so that anyone who was standing outside of 
her home and the next door neighbors could hear her. And she screamed, “Lord 
go to the hospital on First Street.” Then she screamed, “Lord go the second 
floor and into room number 203, And touch Sister Doohickey’s kidneys. And 
heal her.” Now, there is nothing wrong with that prayer but the Devil and the 
neighbors and anybody else who was looking for Sister Doohickeys now knew 
where she is. And they know what is wrong with her. Furthermore, most of our 
prayers to God should be prayed Quietly, Discretely and in Jesus Name. 


As we Quietly read the scriptures below let us focus on how Studying to be 
Quiet will keep us safe, preserved and in the center of the will of God. 
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Important Scriptures, Wise Sayings and Understandings 
on Quiet 





Keep thy foot when thou goest to the house of God, and be more ready to hear, 
than to give the sacrifice of fools: for they consider not that they do evil. Be not 
rash with thy mouth, and let not thine heart be hasty to utter any thing before 
God: for God is in heaven, and thou upon earth: therefore let thy words be few. 
For a dream cometh through the multitude of business; and a fool's voice is 
known by multitude of words. When thou vowest a vow unto God, defer not to 
pay it; for he hath no pleasure in fools: pay that which thou hast vowed. Better 
is it that thou shouldest not vow, than that thou shouldest vow and not pay. 
Suffer not thy mouth to cause thy flesh to sin; neither say thou before the angel, 
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that it was an error: wherefore should God be angry at thy voice, and destroy 
the work of thine hands? For in the multitude of dreams and many words there 
are also divers vanities: but fear thou God. 
Ecclesiastes 5: 1-7 
The Lord shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace. 
Exodus 14:14 


Even a fool, when he holdeth his peace, is counted wise: and he that shutteth 
his lips is esteemed a man of understanding. 


Proverbs 17:28 


He that is void of wisdom despiseth his neighbour: but a man of understanding 
holdeth his peace. 


Proverbs 11:12 


Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, 
slow to wrath: 


James 1:19 
A fool uttereth all his mind: but a wise man keepeth it in till afterwards. 
Proverbs 29:11 


Teach me, and I will hold my tongue: and cause me to understand wherein I 
have erred. 


Job 6:24 
And that ye study to be quiet, and to do your own business, and to work with 


your own hands, as we commanded you; that ye may walk honestly toward them 
that are without, and that ye may have lack of nothing. 
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1 Thessalonians 4:11-12 


Stand in awe, and sin not: commune with your own heart upon your bed, and 
be still. Selah. 


Psalms 4:4 


Whose adorning let it not be that outward adorning of plaiting the hair, and of 
wearing of gold, or of putting on of apparel; But let it be the hidden man of the 
heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the ornament of a meek and quiet 
spirit, which is in the sight of God of great price. 


I Peter 3:3-4 


The wise in heart will receive commandments: but a prating fool shall fall. He 
that walketh uprightly walketh surely: but he that perverteth his ways shall be 
known. 


Proverbs 10:8-9 


It is good that a man should both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the 
LORD. 


Lamentations 3:26 


Be still, and know that I am God: I will be exalted among the heathen, I will be 
exalted in the earth. 


Psalms 46:10 
Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him: fret not thyself because of him 


who prospereth in his way, because of the man who bringeth wicked devices to 
pass. 
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Psalms 37:7 


He that keepeth his mouth keepeth his life: but he that openeth wide his lips 
shall have destruction. 


Proverbs 13:3 


My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the greater 
condemnation. For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, 
the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole body. Behold, we 
put bits in the horses' mouths, that they may obey us; and we turn about their 
whole body. Behold also the ships, which though they be so great, and are 
driven of fierce winds, yet are they turned about with a very small helm, 
whithersoever the governor listeth. Even so the tongue is a little member, and 
boasteth great things. Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth! And the 
tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that 
it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set 
on fire of hell. For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, and of 
things in the sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed of mankind: But the tongue 
can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. Therewith bless we 
God, even the Father; and therewith curse we men, which are made after the 
similitude of God. Out of the same mouth proceedeth blessing and cursing. My 
brethren, these things ought not so to be. Doth a fountain send forth at the same 
place sweet water and bitter? Can the fig tree, my brethren, bear olive berries? 
either a vine, figs? so can no fountain both yield salt water and fresh. Who is a 
wise man and endued with knowledge among you? let him shew out of a good 
conversation his works with meekness of wisdom. But if ye have bitter envying 
and strife in your hearts, glory not, and lie not against the truth. This wisdom 
descendeth not from above, but is earthly, sensual, devilish. For where envying 
and strife is, there is confusion and every evil work. But the wisdom that is from 
above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, and easy to be intreated, full of 
mercy and good fruits, without partiality, and without hypocrisy. And the fruit 
of righteousness is sown in peace of them that make peace. 
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James 3:1-18 
He that answereth a matter before he heareth it, it is folly and shame unto him. 


Proverbs 18:13 


Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he 
trusteth in thee. 


Tsaiah 26:3 


For they speak not peace: but they devise deceitful matters against them that 
are quiet in the land. 


Psalms 35:20 


In the multitude of words there wanteth not sin: but he that refraineth his lips 
is wise. 


Proverbs 10:19 
Therefore the prudent shall keep silence in that time; for it is an evil time. 
Amos 5:13 


Let no corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth, but that which is 
good to the use of edifying, that it may minister grace unto the hearers. 


Ephesians 4:29 
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Chapter 4 


Quiet Generals 





When I was a child, I can recall my mother saying, “Be Quiet Edger” or “Shut 
Up Edger’. In other words she was saying that what I was saying was not true. 
Are was she not saying that I wasn’t making common sense. But, she was 
telling me I was talking too much. And thank God for a Godly mother who said 
“Be Quiet” or “Shut Up” in a nice way. Because I have heard of people with 
mothers who told them one time to “Be Quiet” and “Shut-Up” and when they 
kept on talking their mother would slap or punch them in the mouth. The 
mothers I am speaking about are the mothers who don’t play. But believe me 
they got their point across. It remind me of that 1960s song When I saw her 
face, Now I’m Believer. 1 thank God for a mother that even when I was talking 
common sense at times she would say, “Be Quiet” or “Shut Up”. Because one 
day I was reading The Counsel of the Lord, God’s Word, The Bible and I heard 
my mom’s voice so clear. 


And that ye study to be quiet, and to do your own business, and to work with 
your own hands, as we commanded you; 


1 Thessalonians 4:11 


After I had read the scripture above, I heard my mom’s voice say, “Shut Up 
Edger.” And one day or night at church the Apostle Murray said one of the most 
profound messages I have ever heard. The Apostle said, “You can get a degree 
in being QUIET.” And that is so true. Because people get certificates, diploma, 
degrees, masters and doctrines in everything else but being QUIET. In the Word 
of God nestled in the first book of Thessalonians, The Counsel of the Lord says, 
Study to be Quiet. The Apostle James paints the challenges and details of this 
Business Program of Study. How challenging it is to be QUIET? How hard it 
is to be QUIET? And, What are some of repercussions of not being QUIET? 
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My brethren, be not many masters, knowing that we shall receive the greater 
condemnation. For in many things we offend all. If any man offend not in word, 
the same is a perfect man, and able also to bridle the whole body. Behold, we 
put bits in the horses' mouths, that they may obey us; and we turn about their 
whole body. Behold also the ships, which though they be so great, and are 
driven of fierce winds, yet are they turned about with a very small helm, 
whithersoever the governor listeth. Even so the tongue is a little member, and 
boasteth great things. Behold, how great a matter a little fire kindleth! And the 
tongue is a fire, a world of iniquity: so is the tongue among our members, that 
it defileth the whole body, and setteth on fire the course of nature; and it is set 
on fire of hell. For every kind of beasts, and of birds, and of serpents, and of 
things in the sea, is tamed, and hath been tamed of mankind: But the tongue 
can no man tame; it is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. 


James 3:1-& 


I did not realize it but my mother and other quiet generals have been putting 
bits in my mouth since I was old enough to say, “Momma”. And believe me 
she put a lot of bits in my mouth. And when my wife and I go to visit my mom 
I can often recall, hearing her saying, “Shut Up Edger.” With a smirky smile on 
her face, followed by a fain chuckle. As she hold a spoon of ice cream in her 
mouth. 


I can also recall going to grade school. And the teacher who was supervising 
the lunch duty was also my bus driver. Her name was Joyce Ann. The students 
called her Ms. Joyce, but I called her Momma Joyce. Because, Momma Joyce 
was a member of the same church I attended. Momma Joyce was a faithful 
member of the church’s gospel choir. She was one of many great lead singers 
of the choir. Nevertheless, the song that got the Spirit moving in church was 
Brand New Life. 


I Moved from my old house 
and I moved from my old friends 
and I moved from my old way of life 
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Thank God I moved out 
To a brand new life 


Can’t you see I’m anew man 

Don’t you know I’ve got a new name 

and one day I'll live in a brand new land 
Thank God I’ve moved out to a brand new life 


He changed my old way with words 

He changed my old narrow mind 

He changed my heart and gave me a new Start 
Thank God I moved out 

To a brand new life Oh Oh Oh 


Can’t you see, I’ve got a new talk 

Can't you see I’ve got a new look 

Can’t you see got anew name 

Can’t you see got a new Heart 

Can’t you see got a new Mind 

A new Start is coming my way Choir YES IT IS 
Thank god I moved out to a Brand new Life. 


By the time Momma Joyce and the gospel choir finished singing “Brand New 
Life”. You would feel brand new. It felt like, Apostle Paul had come and wrote 
2 Corinthians 5:17 all over our ears and placed it in our heart. 


Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed 
away; behold, all things are become new. 


2 Corinthians 5:17 


Momma Joyce didn’t say much, but when she did she always had a straight face 
and she would tell the truth whether you liked it or not. One of Momma Joyce 
favorite words for us children was, “motor mouth.” Momma Joyce was not too 
good at remembering names so when she wanted our attention, and you was 
talking she would say, “motor mouth” and we would answer, “Yes Mam”. And 
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once she got our attention. She would always say the same thing. In a soft voice 
Momma Joyce would say, “Be quiet, sit down and eat your food.” Momma 
Joyce has went on to be with the Lord but I thank and praise God for allowing 
her to be in my life the short time that she was. 


Then one day I was out walking around the lake meditating on The Counsel of 
the Lord and I met this woman who looked similar to Momma Joyce and I had 
my Bible with me. And she told me her favorite chapter in the Bible was Isaiah 


43. *** Tn your time of Bible study please read the whole chapter of Isaiah 43. 
ok 2K ok 


But now thus saith the LORD that created thee, O Jacob, and he that formed 
thee, O Israel, Fear not: for I have redeemed thee, I have called thee by thy 
name; thou art mine. When thou passest through the waters, I will be with thee; 
and through the rivers, they shall not overflow thee: when thou walkest through 
the fire, thou shalt not be burned; neither shall the flame kindle upon thee. For 
Iam the LORD thy God, the Holy One of Israel, thy Saviour: I gave Egypt for 
thy ransom, Ethiopia and Seba for thee. Since thou wast precious in my sight, 
thou hast been honourable, and I have loved thee: therefore will I give men for 
thee, and people for thy life. Fear not: for I am with thee: I will bring thy seed 
from the east, and gather thee from the west; 


Tsaiah 43:1-5 


What caught my attention in the scripture above was in verse four. The Counsel 
of the Lord, God’s Word said four things. And this is the way God feel about 
me and you. 


1. We are Precious in His Sight. 

2. We are Honorable. 

3. God Loves Us. 

4. He give us People to help us in this Life. 
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As I dwell on precious, honorable, love and people in my life. I can remember 
when I was in elementary. My second grade teacher was called Mrs. Bean. She 
was an older Caucasian lady who had been teaching for decades. I believe, she 
might have been in her sixty’s when she was my teacher. She would often 
spruce up her hair, dress nice and put on a lot of make up to hide all her 
wrinkles. Nevertheless, you could see the wrinkles around her lips, where she 
had often given her class instructions, counsel and discipline. She would often 
step out of the room to give wisdom and guidance for both, new and old 
teachers. And, she would also step out of the room to go to the restroom and 
make copies for our class assignment. She even made it a point, to step out of 
the classroom and go to the schools main office to communicate with everyone 
and check her teacher’s mailbox for any new announcements. And when Mrs. 
Bean would step out of the classroom she would always tell Stacy (who I call 
the teacher’s pet) to take the names of anyone talking while she was out of the 
classroom. It seemed like when I talked and even when I did not talk my name 
ended up on Stacy’s list to give to Mrs. Bean. Because, I wrote her a letter and 
told her, she was pretty at the beginning of the school year. And that letter did 
not sit to well with Stacy. (I guess she thought she was ugly.) 


Moreover, there was only two African Americans in Mrs. Bean’s classroom. 
Me and my friend J.C. And one Mrs. Bean’s biggest pet peeves where; Be 
Quiet and Do Your Work. And, if we were not quiet, she had a system set up 
in the classroom that ended up in the office. And when we would end up in the 
office, which usually meant getting the board of correction from the Principal, 
Mrs. Grisham. Mrs. Grisham was beautiful Caucasian lady and, she could be 
mistaken for a Barbie Doll if she sat still long enough. She stood about five- 
eleven in heels. And she was always the best dressed in the building. 


Now, the way Mrs. Bean’s system worked was simple to understand. If you 
talked one time, she would have you go to the black board. Grab a piece of 
chalk, and write your name on the board. Then afterward, if you were caught 
talking, she would have you go up to the board and put a check mark by your 
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name. When you had three check marks by your name, Mrs. Bean would set at 
her desk and write a referral for you to take to the office to give to Principal 
Grisham. 


And of course I would often be the one whose name would be on the board with 
three check marks because of my much talking to J.C. Although, I could argue 
with Mrs. Bean that J.C. was talking too. She would always reply, “But I saw 
only you talking.” 


On my way to the office I would enjoy reading what Mrs. Bean wrote to 
Principal Grisham. Because, Mrs. Bean’s specialty was English Language and 
Arts. And, whenever Mrs. Bean wrote she took pride in writing. It was if she 
was born with a paper mate pen in her right hand. She was very descriptive yet 
at the same time simple. You understood, and you knew, where she was coming 
from. And, she would write so that as you were reading the referral, you would 
sit there and try to conjure up a lie and say, “She is lying on me”, “I didn’t do 
that”, “She just don’t like me”. But the truth was the truth and Mrs. Bean knew 
how to create and write a clear and concrete picture of what happened in the 
classroom. 


When you get to Principal Grisham’s office. She would sit at her desk and you 
would sit in a seat right in front of her. Principal Grisham always had her room 
nicely decorated, and clean with a good smelling candle lit. She had many 
training certificates, degrees and a doctrine that all were hanged straight and 
neatly placed on her wall. And she had a six shelf book shelf made out of oak 
wood that stood about six feet tall full of books, décors and statues. The reason 
I knew this is because, when she would call you into her office, she would have 
you sitting there for about ten to fifteen minutes quietly. While she was either 
on a phone call, doing some paper work or typing on the computer. Afterwards 
she would ask you a simple question. “Why are you in my office?” Because she 
wanted to hear your side of the story first. After she listened to your side of the 
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story she would take the referral and say, “Well your referral said this.” And 
she would stand up and give you your sentence. Mrs. Grisham would say, “Well 
your referral says this.” Then she would say sternly, “You know that will be 
three swats. Mrs. Grisham believed in the board of correction and when she got 
finished with you, you were a believer too. 


After Mrs. Grisham gave you your sentence she would open her office door and 
ask one of the office clerks, “please come in and be an eye-witness.” The clerk 
would quickly come in Mrs. Grisham’s office and closes the door. Then Mrs. 
Grisham reads the referral and the sentence. So that all of us would have a 
perfect understanding of her sentence. 


Principal Grisham’s board of correction setup was a regular four legged chair 
set against a wall. She would tell you to bend over and grab both sides of the 
seat of the chair. With the left hand on the left side of the seat and the right hand 
on the right side of the seat. And she had an inspirational picture on the wall 
about teamwork. And the picture was placed on the wall eye level so you could 
look at it. Then she would get her board of correction out. 


Her board of correction or paddle resembled a cricket bat or a small canoe 
paddle. It was made out of wood, had a handle and was rectangular in shape 
and flat. I had heard many stories in the days of people getting paddlings. 
Someone, once told me that their principal had little sponge or cheese holes in 
the paddle and that would make the swat hurt worst. Another person said, that 
their principal had little small bubbles of wood attached to the paddle and that 
would also hurt worst. But not Mrs. Grisham her paddle was made out of wood, 
plain and flat. Written in capital letters in black permanent marker on both sides 
of her paddle was GRISHIAM. 


You really couldn’t tell Mrs. Grisham’s mood she seemed always the same. 
Bubbly. I didn’t know if she and her husband had got into an argument that day 
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or, if the other students had got on her nerves or, if she had a bad encounter 
with someone that same day or, if she was having a bad hair day or, if she woke 
up on the wrong side of the bed. Because Mrs. Grisham would rare back and 
swing that paddle with what seems like the whole school districts might. And, 
when she was finish swatting you, it felt like, what the Prophet Jeremiah 
described as the Word of God or the Spirit of God that was shut up in him when 
he would not speak. “Jt felt like fire shut up in my bones.” It wasn’t so much the 
thought that hurt. But, it was the first initial swat that hurt. And then she would 
follow the initial swat with the last two swats. I don’t care what nobody says, I 
believe that first swat Principal Grisham relieved some stress, like a good walk 
or a good run in the park does to a stressed out athlete. 


Nevertheless, when she had finished the paddling session, she would sit at her 
desk and have you sit down for about ten to fifteen minutes quietly. While she 
wrote a report about what just took place in her office. Then she would look at 
you sternly with a straight face and say, “I don’t want to see you in my office 
again.” And crying and sniffing I would gently say, “Yes Mam”. Then Principal 
Grisham would say, “Go back to class and listen to your teacher.” And on my 
way out of her office, in a calm nice voice she would say, “Please close the door 
behind you.” On my way to class, I would stop by the restroom to look in the 
mirror, wipe my tears and straighten up my face so my other classmates 
wouldn’t know I had been crying. 


Once I got back to the classroom. Mrs. Bean would look at me and ask me, 
“Please come to my desk.” Once I got to her desk she would look me directly 
in the eyes and whispering she would say, “I know you are smart and you do 
your work you just talk too much.” And her lips would wrinkle up and her 
dimples would appear and she would smile and say, “Go quietly to your seat, 
be quiet, finish your work and you can talk to J.C. at Recess.” But, by the time 
recess came around, I forgot everything I wanted to say to J.C. because of all 
the fun we were having playing touch football. 
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And J.C. was a true friend because he never was nosey. And I never recall, J.C. 
ever ask me, “What did Mrs. Bean write on the referral?” or “What happen at 
the principal’s office?” J.C. never asked me any questions because, a few days 
earlier, Mrs. Bean had wrote J.C. a good old referral and sent him to the office 
to see Principal Grisham. 


While at recess I asked him, “What did Mrs. Bean write on the referral?” or 
“What happen at the principal office?” and he told me and described everything 
exactly liked I just described it in the last few paragraphs. 


But on this day, after I received the board of correction J.C. would begin to talk 
to me like he got a text message from Glory. J.C. said, “Since we can’t talk in 
the classroom just write down everything you want to talk to me about and 
when you go to put something in the trash are turn in your work you can just 
drop it by my desk. And, I will read it and write down my answer and do the 
same.” Now, thinking back that was our way of emailing and text messaging 
before email and text messing applications where ever created. And it had 
become our way of Studying to be Quiet. 


I will stand upon my watch, and set me upon the tower, and will watch to see 
what he will say unto me, and what I shall answer when I am reproved. And the 
Lord answered me, and said, Write the vision, and make it plain upon tables, 
that he may run that readeth it. For the vision is yet for an appointed time, but 
at the end it shall speak, and not lie: though it tarry, wait for it; because it will 
surely come, it will not tarry. Behold, his soul which is lifted up is not upright 
in him: but the just shall live by his faith. 


Habakkuk 2: 1-4 
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Chapter 5 


Shamgar’s Principal 





And after him was Shamgar the son of Anath, which slew of the Philistines six 
hundred men with an ox goad: and he also delivered Israel. 


Judges 3:31 


The Counsel of the Lord, is filled with many quiet, Holy, God fearing and 
obedient men of God. Nevertheless, most people have never heard of Shamgar. 
And the reason they might not have heard of Shamgar is because he is 
mentioned in only one verse of scripture in the Bible. Shamgar is neatly nestled 
in the book of Judges at the end of chapter three verses thirty-one. 


Although Shamgar was not mention much in The Counsel of the Lord there 
have been two whole books written about the principles found in his one 
account in The Counsel of the Lord. In 2004 men of God by the name of Pat 
Williams, Jay Strack, and Jim Denny wrote a book called The Three Success 
Secrets of Shamgar. And, in 2009 one of my first Apostles, Nate Holcomb 
wrote a book similar called Use What You Have: Shamgar's Principle of 
Deliverance. In both books they share 3 principles that they derived from 
Shamgar’s one account in the scripture. 


These three principles derived from Shamgar 
1. We start where we are. 


2. We use what we have. 
3. We do what we can. 


Start Where You Are. 
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As children of God we have to be quiet and start where we are. We can’t start 
where we are not. And surely not where we want to go. Shamgar was probably 
a farmer. Because The Counsel of the Lord lets us know that he had an ox goad. 
According to the dictionary an ox goad is a traditional farming tool, used to 
spur or guide livestock, usually oxen, which are pulling a plough or a cart. The 
ox goad is also used to round up cattle. The ox goad is a type of long stick with 
a pointed end, also known as the cattle prod. 


The Counsel of the Lord never spoke about Shamgar going to basic combat 
training or being trained to fight and kill the enemy. Like most of the people of 
Israel, he was upset about the conditions of the land of Judah, The main 
condition where God had placed Israel into the hands of the Philistines because 
of their sins against Him. Similar to the story of Sampson, the Philistines would 
come to Shamgar's land from time to time and destroy his crops and take away 
everything he had worked hard to harvest. And even though Shamgar did not 
have much fighting skills, Shamgar like many of the Israelites, joined God’s 
effort to fight the Philistines. 


And God honored Shamgar’s zeal and a desire to serve Him and helped in the 
efforts to redeem Israel although he had never fought in any battles before. 


Trust in the Lord, and do good; so shalt thou dwell in the land, and verily thou 
shalt be fed. Delight thyself also in the Lord: and he shall give thee the desires 
of thine heart. Commit thy way unto the Lord; trust also in him; and he shall 
bring it to pass. And he shall bring forth thy righteousness as the light, and thy 
Judgment as the noonday. Rest in the Lord, and wait patiently for him: 


Psalm 37:3-7 


And there are many children of God today who have a zeal and a compassion 
to do great things for God. Nevertheless, we as children of God will never do 
great things for God until we learn to listen and be obedient to what, He has 
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called us to do. And when he calls us we as God’s children should not worry 
about where we are or what we have or don’t have, but it is our duty to obey 
God and submit ourselves to His will in the place we are now. 


For many are called, but few are chosen 


Matthew 22:14 


For the gifts and calling of God are without repentance 


Romans 11:29 


But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar 
people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light; Which in time past were not a people, but 
are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have 
obtained mercy. 


I Peter 2:9, 10 


Use What You Have. As children of God we might not have much, 
nevertheless the little we do have God can use it. The Counsel of the Lord lets 
us know that Shamgar killed 600 Philistines with an ox goad. They did not have 
gas or electric tillers at the time Shamgar was alive. Therefore, in those days 
the farmers would yoke two oxen together so they could till the ground. And 
get the ground ready to plant seed for harvest time. Every now and then, the 
oxen would want to stop and veer off the road to eat. But, Shamgar carried a 
long stick which was pointy, like a spear, used for guiding the oxen along to 
keep them moving straight and forward. 
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Furthermore, in my time of research, I learned that on the back of some of the 
carts, the oxen would kick at the one who was prodding them, so the farmers 
would attach big thorns in the back of the cart. The big thorns we also called 
the “Pricks”. 


The word “Prick” is found in the book of Acts. Luke who was writing to the 
great Theophilus about Saul on the road to Damascus. Luke wrote, Jesus shined 
a light on Saul before his name was changed to Paul and asked him, “Why are 
you kicking against the prick.” So when the oxen were agitated they would 
often try to kick at Shamgar who was using the ox goad to guide and keep them 
on a straight path. Nevertheless instead of kicking Shamgar they were kicking 
the “Prick” which did not fell inviting to the oxen. And reluctantly, the same 
ox goad Shamgar used on the oxen he used to kill the Philistines. 


If you allow me to fathom in my mind a moment, I could see the Philistines 
laughing at Shamgar. Similar to the way the Philistines laughed when Goliath 
mocked David for being a child and using his rocks and slingshot. If you have 
ever been taunted before you could hear the taunts of the Philistines telling 
Shamgar he needs to go back to the farm where he belonged. One writer said, 
“T guarantee you they mocked him right up until they saw a few of their buddies 
die at the end of that ox goad.” And I can hear the Philistines whispering to 
each other, like the people in Jesus day. “I have never saw it on this fashion. 
“And they were all in amazed and wondered how in the world. Or What in 
Sam’s Hill is going on. But God was using Shamgar where he was. And God 
was using what Shamgar had. And we are God’s Children and God can use 
whatever we have whether it is big or small, a lot or a little. 


Neglect not the gift that is in thee, which was given thee by prophecy, with the 
laying on of the hands of the presbytery. 


1 Timothy 4:14 
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Wherefore I put thee in remembrance that thou stir up the gift of God, which is 
in thee by the putting on of my hands. 


2 Timothy 1:6 


Do What You Can. We as children of God often live our lives thinking of what 
could have been, or thinking what we could have done. Or, what if we had this 
or what if we had that. And we know we should be taking a stand and living for 
the Lord. Nevertheless, there are times we sit idle and quietly and do nothing. 
But I heard the Apostle Herman L. Murray Jr. say, “Get off of your do nothing 
and do something.” Furthermore when the Philistines began to oppress God's 
children, there were many people of God who did nothing. And then there was 
Shamgar who did not want to sit and do nothing and watch God's people suffer 
injustice. Shamgar could have done what many of us children of God do when 
times get hard. We can think and count up the cost and sit here or turn a blind 
eye. Or we can seek God and ask Him, “What is it that You want me to do?” 
Shamgar could have come up with many reasons why he should not get 
involved. But he knew, God's honor was at stake and that one reason 
overshadowed all of his reasons not to get involved. 


If we as the children of God desire a life of extra ordinary spiritual success. 
Then we too must learn to quietly ask God, “What is it You want me to do? “ 
And when we receive our answer let us remember the Principles of Shamgar 
and start doing what He commands. 


And such as do wickedly against the covenant shall he corrupt by flatteries: but 
the people that do know their God shall be strong, and do exploits. 


Daniel 11:32 
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When we start right where we are. We don’t have to make excuses or go 
somewhere else to be used of God. I can recall, when I first got saved under the 
tutelage of Elder Henry C. Hoskins Jr. at Christian House of Prayer for all 
People in East Texas. There was nothing on the walls save a six by nine stain 
glass picture with a flower on it. And the inscription, “Bloom Where You Have 
Been Planted.” God has a place for all of us, as well as a job for us to do. And 
when we are faithful to what God tells us to do and God’s Will. We will receive 
and understand that this is the green pasture that God wants us to graze in. 


When we use what we have. We can use our abilities and our gifts to help build 
the place God has placed us in. 


When we do what we can. We will be similar to the young lad who had five 
barely loaves of bread and two small fishes. 


When Jesus then lifted up his eyes, and saw a great company come unto him, 
he saith unto Philip, Whence shall we buy bread, that these may eat? And this 
he said to prove him: for he himself knew what he would do. Philip answered 
him, Two hundred pennyworth of bread is not sufficient for them, that every one 
of them may take a little. One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter's brother, 
saith unto him, There is a lad here, which hath five barley loaves, and two small 
fishes: but what are they among so many? And Jesus said, Make the men sit 
down. Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down, in number 
about five thousand. And Jesus took the loaves; and when he had given thanks, 
he distributed to the disciples, and the disciples to them that were set down; 
and likewise of the fishes as much as they would. When they were filled, he said 
unto his disciples, Gather up the fragments that remain, that nothing be lost. 
Therefore they gathered them together, and filled twelve baskets with the 
fragments of the five barley loaves, which remained over and above unto them 
that had eaten. 
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John 6:5-13 


Jesus also taught a parable known as mustard seed faith: A mustard seed is only 
one to two millimeters long. Nevertheless, Jesus said: 


And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verily I say unto you, 
If ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, 
Remove hence to yonder place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be 
impossible unto you. 


Matthew 17:20 


Furthermore, if time would permit we could talk about the story of David a 
sling shot and five smooth stones. We all have heard of the story of David and 
Goliath. God not only used the sling shot and five smooth stones to kill Goliath. 
But God used David the youngest, smallest and overlooked by his family. 


***Tn your time of study please read 1 Samuel, chapter 16 and chapter 17 
in your time of study*** 


God also used Gideon and 300 soldiers. 


And the Lord looked upon him, and said, Go in this thy might, and thou shalt 
save Israel from the hand of the Midianites: have not I sent thee? And he said 
unto him, Oh my Lord, wherewith shall I save Israel? behold, my family is poor 
in Manasseh, and I am the least in my father's house. And the Lord said unto 
him, Surely I will be with thee, and thou shalt smite the Midianites as one man. 
And he said unto him, If now I have found grace in thy sight, then shew me a 
sign that thou talkest with me. 
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Judges 6:14-17 


God found grace in the eyes of a man called Gideon. Gideon and a small army 
defeated a large army. In The Counsel of the Lord the scene was set at the 
beginning of the day. Gideon started out with about 32,000 soldiers ready for 
battle, but God told him that he had way too many troops. By the time Gideon 
actually went into battle, he was only accompanied by 300 soldiers. But God 
used that small army to defeat the Midianites. ***In your time of study please 
read Judges, chapter 6 and chapter 7 in your time of study*** 


God used a certain widow woman and a small amount of olive oil to help pay 
off her husband’s debts. After her husband died, this widow came to Elisha and 
told him that the creditors were coming to collect their debt. And all she had 
was two sons and a small jar of olive oil. And she did not want to give up her 
sons. After collecting empty jars from her neighbors and doing what Elisha told 
her to, the widow poured her olive oil into the jars from her neighbors. She 
filled each and every jar and was able to sell the oil for money. ***In your time 
of study please read 2 Kings, chapter 4. *** 


Although there are many more examples of God using ordinary men and 
women who used the Shamgar Principle to do extraordinary things. There is 
not a person, a place or a thing that God cannot use to bring Him glory. And 
the secret is they all Studied to Shew and they Studied to Be Quiet and Do 
Their Own Business. 


Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not to be 
ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 


2 Timothy 2:15 
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And that ye study to be quiet, and to do your own business, and to work with 
your own hands, as we commanded you; 


1 Thessalonians 4:11 
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PUT ON THE WHOLE ARMOR 
OF GOD 


Chapter 1 
We Wrestling Not 





For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places. 


Ephesians 6:12 


As a young man I enjoyed playing sports and watching sports. One in particular, 
was wrestling. Today wrestling is considered an entertainment; WWE World 
Wrestling Entertainment. As a young man it was considered a federation; WWE 
World Wrestling Federation. According to the Merriam Webster Dictionary 
entertainment means a form of amusement or diversion provided especially by 
something diverting or engaging: such as a public performance, or, some form of 
light comic and adventure novels. According to the Merriam Webster Dictionary 
a federation is an encompassing political or societal entity formed by uniting 
smaller or more localized entities: such as a federal government or a union of 
organizations. 


When we was young me and my friends would get together and get in front of 
the television and watch the WWF. The WWE had a host of stars. Just to name 
a few, there was The Undertaker, Stone Cold Steve Austin, The Million Dollar 
Man, Randy “Macho Man” Savage, The Ultimate Warrior, Andre The Giant and 
Hulk Hogan. 
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In the 80’s there was always a big fight between Hulk Hogan who was considered 
the WWF’s greatest and Andre The Giant. Andre The Giant was considered by 
many the only one who could defeat Hulk Hogan. Nevertheless, they would 
always start out with the two dings from the bell. And Hulk Hogan would run 
around the ring and get the crowd all pumped up. Then Hulk Hogan would run at 
Andre The Giant and drop kick him. And after Hulk Hogan would drop kick him, 
Hulk Hogan would pick Andre The Giant up by his head and semi-body slam 
him. And while Andre The Giant was lying on the canvas, Hulk Hogan would go 
to the closet corner of the ring and climb up on top of the ropes and get the crowd 
all pumped up again. Then Hulk Hogan would jump attempting to land on Andre 
The Giant. But by the time Hulk Hogan would jump Andre The Giant would gain 
his composure and roll over. And since Hulk Hogan was jumping with force, he 
now is laid out on the canvas in pain. Then Andre The Giant would go over and 
pick Hulk Hogan up and extend both of his arms in the air. With arms extended 
in the air and Hulk Hogan in his arms, Andre The Giant would twirl Hulk Hogan 
and throw him out of the ring, onto the concrete floor. Then Andre The Giant 
would roll underneath the ropes and onto the concrete floor and attempt to finish 
off Hulk Hogan. But, somehow Hulk Hogan shakes off the pain from the concrete 
landing and finds a metal foldable chair. Hulk Hogan folds the chair and hits 
Andre The Giant in the back of the neck. Then Andre The Giant falls onto the 
side of the ring, holding on to the ropes. And Hulk Hogan picks Andre The Giant 
legs up and pushes him back into the ring. Then Hulk Hogan hurries up rolls into 
the ring and goes to the closest corner again, and climbs to the top of the ropes. 
Then Hulk Hogan jumps on Andre The Giant, landing with his elbow in Andre 
The Giant’s throat. Finally, Hulk Hogan pens Andre The Giant down and a little 
referee come flying out of no where slapping his hand to the canvas; one, two, 
three. After the referee counts to three Hulk Hogan is declared the winner. But, 
although Hulk Hogan wins he would end up facing Andre The Giant again and 
the next time Andre The Giant wins. And they would go back and forth until they 
both retired. 


Similar to WWF we as children of God wrestle too. 
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For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against 
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places. 


Ephesians 6:12 


According to The Counsel of the Lord, The Bible, Paul wrote a letter to the 
Ephesians because they were seeing with the natural eyes. And when the 
Ephesians similar to all of God’s children’s today; when we look at things 
naturally we would like to fight naturally. If someone say’s something about us 
that is not true in the natural, we get mad and upset and we would like to retaliate. 
If we see something in the natural that we don’t like, we like to voice our opinion 
based on our values and beliefs. If in the natural we feel someone is disrespecting 
us, in the natural we want to set the record straight and let them know who we 
are. 


And that is good if we were just natural and we just lived in a natural world. 
Nevertheless, we are also spiritual and we live in a spiritual world. Therefore, 
Paul gives us some intelligence in the Book of Ephesians chapter 6 verse 12 about 
wrestling in the natural and in the spiritual. Paul says we are not wrestling against 
flesh and blood (the natural man) but, against principalities, powers and rulers. 
Now, notice that it is not just principalities, it is dark principalities. It is not just 
powers but dark powers. And it is not rulers but dark rulers. And this darkness is 
of this world. Then Paul finishes this scripture off by letting us know that we are 
not the only ones who are spiritual. Paul says that there are wicked spirits. And 
these wicked spirits are not just in places that we can touch, or reach, or see but 
they are in high places. 


Therefore seeing we have this ministry, as we have received mercy, we faint not; 
But have renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness, 
nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the truth 
commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of God. But if our 
gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: In whom the god of this world hath 
blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious gospel 
of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. 
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2 Corinthians 4: 1-4 


According to The Counsel of the Lord, Paul confirms that there is a god (god 
spelled with a little g) of this world. And it is the god of this world. And he hath 
blinded the minds of some of God’s children. 


Then Paul enlightens us that the only reason their minds have been blinded is 
because two things. 1. They did not believe. 2. The light of the glorious gospel of 
Christ, who is the image of God, has not shined or been presented unto them. So 
whenever we see someone or something acting, what we call unseemly or not 
Christ-like it just simply means they are not a believer are they have not had The 
Gospel presented to them. 


And as children of God we should be thankful and grateful that one day God drew 
us to Him and gave us a moment of clarity. And the least we can do is be long- 
suffering and merciful unto the believers, unbelievers and the unenlightened. And 
the way we can show mercy is through our lifestyle, testimony and the love we 
show one toward another. 


We often hear Chaplain Tracy Aaron the Chaplain at Full Gospel Holy Temple 
say, “He(God) didn’t have to do it, but Iam so glad He(God) did.” And we often 
hear Elder Adrian Autry say, “As children of God, we should not be walking 
around here looking sad like we have been sucking on persimmons all day.” 


As children of God we should not be angry like the Elder Son, the Prodigal Sons 
older brother. In the book of Luke chapter 15 verse 25 through 32. ***Please 
read Luke 15:;11- 32. The story of the Prodigal Son, in your time of study*** 


Furthermore, when God saved us, delivered us and filled us all with His Holy 
Spirit, He vowed to pay us heavens best. And He also vowed to pay us all the 
same thing. ***Please read Matthew chapter 20. Laborers in the Vineyard, in 
your time of study*** 
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Nevertheless, we should live so that when people see us as children of God they 
see a reflection of God in us. And God’s reflection is Love. There should be Love 
and Thanksgiving oozing out of us as children of God. We often sing that old 
congregation song /’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me. 


I'm gonna live so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
I'm gonna live so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 


I'm gonna work so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
I'm gonna work so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 


I'm gonna pray so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 
I'm gonna pray so God can use me anywhere, Lord, anytime! 


Yet when we are angry, upset and have a spirit of covetous and we start looking 
and magnifying what we have and what we don’t have, being in a state of 
ungratefulness, walking tall, and unmerciful and unloving; we can forget 
anywhere and anytime, because God will not be able to use us to bring Him 
Glory. Paul wrote: 


Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, 
therewith to be content. 


Philippians 4:11 


Therefore, as children of God we have to learn to be content and we should avoid 
going down Ungrateful Avenue, Unmerciful Boulevard, Covetous Court and 
Unloving Lane. If not we will end up like Cain, King Saul, King David and King 
Ahaz and his wife Jezebel. And since we are more enlightened and have a more 
sure word of prophecy then they all had we as children of God will have a greater 
judgement. 


And Cain talked with Abel his brother: and it came to pass, when they were in 
the field, that Cain rose up against Abel his brother, and slew him. 
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Genesis 4:8 
**% Please read Genesis chapter 4. The story of Cain and Abel, in your time of 
study*** 


And Samuel said unto Saul, I will not return with thee: for thou hast rejected the 
word of the Lord, and the Lord hath rejected thee from being king over Israel. 


1 Samuel 15:26 
**% Please read 1 Samuel chapter 15 and chapter 28. The story of King Saul 
and the Prophet Samuel, in your time of study*** 


And it came to pass in the morning, that David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it 
by the hand of Uriah. And he wrote in the letter, saying, Set ye Uriah in the 
forefront of the hottest battle, and retire ye from him, that he may be smitten, and 
die. 


2 Samuel 11:14-15 
**% Please read 2 Samuel chapter 11 and chapter 12. The story of King David, 
Bathsheba and her husband Uriah, in your time of study*** 


And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith the Lord, Hast thou killed, and 
also taken possession? And thou shalt speak unto him, saying, Thus saith the 
Lord, In the place where dogs licked the blood of Naboth shall dogs lick thy 
blood, even thine. 


I Kings 21:19 
*** Please read I Kings 21. The story Jezebel, Ahab and Naboth, in your time 
of study*** 


For we preach not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your 
servants for Jesus' sake. For God, who commanded the light to shine out of 
darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, 
that the excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us. We are troubled 
on every side, yet not distressed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; 
Persecuted, but not forsaken; cast down, but not destroyed; Always bearing about 
in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life also of Jesus might be made 
manifest in our body. 
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2 Corinthians 10:5-10 


Therefore as children of God we should always be thankful, grateful and content 
with such things that we have. Furthermore as children of God we must know 
that we are replaceable. God always has a ram in the bush and God can use any 
and everything to replace us. Jesus said, if we don’t praise him the rocks will. 


And he answered and said unto them, I tell you that, if these should hold their 
peace, the stones would immediately cry out. 


Luke 19:40 
And God used a donkey to get the attention of the Prophet Balaam. ***Please 
read Numbers chapter 22 verses 21-38 and your time of study*** 


Furthermore, it is God who has given to us what we have and we as children of 
God should not take that for granted. Job tells us that the Lord can give and He 
can take but even in the giving and the taking we should still be able to bless the 
God of our Salvation. And as long as we keep our eyes on the star post in glory 
and on the author and finisher of our faith we have nothing to worry about because 
He will lead us all the way from earth to glory. 


Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, 
therewith to be content. 
Philippians 4:11 


And said, Naked came I out of my mother's womb, and naked shall I return 
thither: the Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away; blessed be the name of the 
Lord. 


Job 1:21 
Wherefore seeing we also are compassed about with so great a cloud of 
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily beset us, 


and let us run with patience the race that is set before us, Looking unto Jesus the 
author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before him endured 
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the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of 
God. 


Hebrews 12:1-2 


Thus, as the children of God a lot of spiritual wickedness occurs in our own 
imaginations. We think someone is trying to get over on us. Or we think someone 
wants my position, my place, my wife, my family, and my possessions. Job 
thought like that until that happened. Although Job was perfect and upright he 
thought that every day. 


And it was so, when the days of their feasting were gone about, that Job sent and 
sanctified them, and rose up early in the morning, and offered burnt offerings 
according to the number of them all: for Job said, It may be that my sons have 
sinned, and cursed God in their hearts. Thus did Job continually. 


Job 1:5 


But the enemy is not after our position, our place, our wife, our family, and our 
possessions. The enemy is after our soul. And all of this starts in our mind. 


The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: Iam come that 
they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. 


John 10:10 


Truthfully most people can’t handle the position, place, wife, family, and 
possessions that they already have. Much less do they want to add our 
responsibilities? And since God put, ordained and planted us were we are, we 
don’t have to worry about any man plucking us out, or putting us asunder. 
Because they will have to answer to The Great Planter Himself, God. And when 
God put, ordained and planted us, He gave us all different measures of faith. 
Nevertheless, it is faith for what God has given us to do in the place He has 
planted us. 
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For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not 
to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, 
according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. For as we have 
many members in one body, and all members have not the same office: So we, 
being many, are one body in Christ, and every one members one of another. 
Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, whether 
prophecy, let us prophesy according to the proportion of faith; 


Romans 12:3-6 


And Paul address what is called the Battlefield of the Mind: 


(For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the 
pulling down of strong holds; ) Casting down imaginations, and every high thing 
that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity 
every thought to the obedience of Christ; 


2 Corinthians 10:4-5 


Therefore as children of God we have to learn to take The Word of God and cast 
down those imaginations in our mind. And we can keep them casted down by 
putting on The Armor of God. Paul tells us, “Put on the Armor of God” 


According to The Counsel of the Lord in Ephesians chapter 6 verses 10-19 in 
order to be strong in the Lord, and in the power of His might we need to put on 
eight Spiritual garments: loins girt about with truth, breastplate of righteousness, 
our feet shod with the preparation of the gospel peace, shield of faith, the helmet 
of salvation, sword of the spirit and prayer and supplication in the Spirit. 


Although this might sound like a lot for us children of God to do. It isn’t as 
difficult as we might think. Because all of the pieces of The Armor of God are 
found in our Relationship with Jesus. Paul said it like this in the Book of Romans 
chapter 13 verse 14, “Put on the Lord Jesus Christ.” And when we give 
ourselves over to Jesus and “put on” His righteousness, we are clothed in The 
Whole Armor of God. And in the next few chapters we are going get an 
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understanding of: What each piece of The Armor of God is? What each piece of 
The Armor of God does? And How to use each piece of the Armor of God? And 
together we will be able to defeat any and every spiritual and natural enemy in all 
places. 
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Chapter 2 
Loins Girt About with Truth 





Stand therefore, having your loins girt about with truth, 
Ephesians 6: 14a 


According to The Counsel of the Lord, The Word of God, God’s Word, The 
Bible, Paul describes Truth as the belt that holds and keeps all of the other pieces 
of the The Armor of God in place. And as children of God we have to know that 
there are two ways in which truth is a part of The Armor of God. J. Truth exposes 
the devil lies. 2. Truth serves similar to_a belt that holds The Armor of God 
together. 


Truth exposes the devil’ lies 





When Paul uses the word Truth he is referring to The Counsel of the Lord, The 
Word of God, The Scriptures as Words which are opposite of the words of the 
enemy 


Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, 
then are ye my disciples indeed; And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall 
make you free. 


John 8:30-32 


In the scripture above, Jesus is discussing with His disciples what truth is. When 
we talk about The Counsel of the Lord, The Love of God, Salvation through faith 
in Jesus Christ, The Second Coming of Jesus, Forgiveness of Sin, God’s Grace 
and God’s Power to live for Jesus. It is these that are all truths that set us free 
from the lies of the devil. The devil would like to have us to believe that we are 
sinful, lost and without hope. Nevertheless, the truth is that God’s Love and 
Salvation has set us free from sin and death. Satan would have us believe that we 
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are sinful, lost, and without hope. The truth is that God’s Love and Salvation has 
set us free from sin and death. 


And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of man 
be lifted up: That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal 
life. For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God 
sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through 
him might be saved. He that believeth on him is not condemned: but he that 
believeth not is condemned already, because he hath not believed in the name of 
the only begotten Son of God. And this is the condemnation, that light is come 
into the world, and men loved darkness rather than light, because their deeds 
were evil. For every one that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh to the 
light, lest his deeds should be reproved. But he that doeth truth cometh to the 
light, that his deeds may be made manifest, that they are wrought in God. 


John 3:14-21 


Truth serves similar to a belt that holds The Armor of God together 


As children of God, truth is our personal commitment to living a life that is 
upright, transparent, and without deceit. Two synonyms for truth are integrity and 
honesty. Both integrity and honesty are very important to our Christian walk with 
God. Furthermore, as children of God people should know if they can or cannot 
depend on us. We should be a person of truth and principle similar to Jonah. 


But the Lord sent out a great wind into the sea, and there was a mighty tempest 
in the sea, so that the ship was like to be broken. Then the mariners were afraid, 
and cried every man unto his god, and cast forth the wares that were in the ship 
into the sea, to lighten it of them. But Jonah was gone down into the sides of the 
ship; and he lay, and was fast asleep. So the shipmaster came to him, and said 
unto him, What meanest thou, O sleeper? arise, call upon thy God, if so be that 
God will think upon us, that we perish not. And they said every one to his fellow, 
Come, and let us cast lots, that we may know for whose cause this evil is upon us. 
So they cast lots, and the lot fell upon Jonah. Then said they unto him, Tell us, we 
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pray thee, for whose cause this evil is upon us; What is thine occupation? and 
whence comest thou? what is thy country? and of what people art thou? And he 
said unto them, I am an Hebrew; and I fear the Lord, the God of heaven, which 
hath made the sea and the dry land. Then were the men exceedingly afraid, and 
said unto him. Why hast thou done this? For the men knew that he fled from the 
presence of the Lord, because he had told them. Then said they unto him, What 
shall we do unto thee, that the sea may be calm unto us? for the sea wrought, and 
was tempestuous. And he said unto them, Take me up, and cast me forth into the 
sea; so Shall the sea be calm unto you: for I know that for my sake this great 
tempest is upon you. Nevertheless the men rowed hard to bring it to the land; but 
they could not: for the sea wrought, and was tempestuous against them. 
Wherefore they cried unto the Lord, and said, We beseech thee, O Lord, we 
beseech thee, let us not perish for this man's life, and lay not upon us innocent 
blood: for thou, O Lord, hast done as it pleased thee. So they took up Jonah, and 
cast him forth into the sea: and the sea ceased from her raging. Then the men 
feared the Lord exceedingly, and offered a sacrifice unto the Lord, and made 
vows. 


Jonah 1:4-16 


When we talk about being truthful, having integrity and being honest Jonah was 
truthful. He told the truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth and God 
helped him. And there are many Jonah’s aboard our ships today who are not 
truthful and they are in positions where they have not been called to operate in. 
Nevertheless, if this does not apply to us we have nothing to worry about. In 
fact, Tam not talking about you, unless Iam talking about you. But yet they still 
operate in them. Don’t you wish everyone was like Jonah and tells the truth? 


As children of God we should sit down and count up the cost before we even 
consider making a vow. 


For which of you, intending to build a tower, sitteth not down first, and counteth 
the cost, whether he have sufficient to finish it? Lest haply, after he hath laid the 
foundation, and is not able to finish it, all that behold it begin to mock him, 
Saying, This man began to build, and was not able to finish. 
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Luke 14:28-30 


Below is what truth, integrity and honesty sounds like, when someone asks us to 
operate in a position that is too high for us as children of God. 


I am afraid, 

That is too much of a responsibility for me, 

I don’t want to lie and tell you I am qualified 

I have a personality disorder 

I will cause a lot of confusion 

I am not ready for that yet 

I would but I have a lot of baggage from my past that I carry with me 
I would but you can’t depend on me because I can’t depend on myself 
I would but I am going to be late 

I would but I have a mean streak in me 

I would but it is either my way or the highway 

I would but as soon as I get a little power I get lifted up in pride 

I would but I can’t hold water 

I would but I talk about folks behind their back 

I would but my wife does not approve and Happy Wife, Happy Life 


ASR NA RT ROR 


Lord, my heart is not haughty, nor mine eyes lofty: neither do I exercise myself 
in great matters, or in things too high for me. 


Psalms 131:1 


Then there are some people who say I tried to do it my way last time and the boss 
wanted me to do it his way. And I am not comfortable doing it his way. 


Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 
2 Corinthians 3:17 


If we as children of God acknowledge that everyone saved and filled with the 
Holy Spirit is not like us and know that we have different administration but the 
same Spirit we would see growth in our companies. There is an old saying, 
“Every snowflake is the same but has a different shape” 
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As children of God we can’t make anyone do anything if they do not want too. 
Unless it is our kids and even at age 18 they are considered grown. I was reading 
an article one day and it said, “By the age of 12 children already have somewhat 
of anorm and value system set in their mind.” So if we as the children of God are 
going to bring our children up in the love and admonition of the Lord then we 
have to start discipline before they reach 12 and be patient and show love 
afterwards. 


Similar to a child of God, that can’t be saved unless he or she is drawn to God. 
So it is when we ask someone to do something for us. It’s ok to ask a person, 
“Could you please do so and so.” Nevertheless, if you attempt to make someone 
do something they will do it, just to please you, sometimes angrily, out of spite 
or they will do it afraid, and be fidgety, shaky and scared. But when a person 
know they are ready and qualified and have the goods you want even get your 
question out good. That qualified person will be like Brown on meet the Browns, 
“Who? Me. I thought you would never ask. I was born for this.” And while they 
are talking to you their whole countenance will light up like a lighting bug on a 
dark summer’s night. 


As a young man playing pee-wee baseball. There was this young man every time 
he would get up to bat he would swing 3 times and run back to the dugout and sit 
in his favorite spot on the bench and eat sunflower seeds. And when coach would 
put him in the outfield he would sit down in the grass and pick flowers and watch 
the birds fly bye. But come football season he played both offense and defense 
and was the best on the team. Nevertheless, on a summer day near the end of the 
baseball season with three games left in the season coached asked him, “Do you 
like baseball?” And the young man said, “No I like football but my father and 
mother told me I had to play baseball.” 


Sometimes as children of God we listen to what our family and other people tell 
us what we should be doing instead of hearing from God; and miss out on The 
Will of God for our life. 
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I remember hearing the story of Happy Wife, Happy Life. There was this young 
man with a great zeal to preach. And the young man married a beautiful Holy 
Ghost filled wife. And he told her, “My family back home said I am a preacher.” 
And she said, “You are not even saved.” And then the young man went to her 
church, went to the alter, went to the prayer room, spoke in tongues and got a 
refilling. And then years passed by in their marriage and the young man reminded 
his wife, “My family back home said I am a preacher.” And her response was, “If 
your family call you Bozo the Clown are you Bozo the Clown.” So the young 
man never pursued his calling to preach, and he knew his wife did not like reading 
so he became one of the greatest Christian writers in his lifetime. 


Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge this rather, that no 
man put a stumblingblock or an occasion to fall in his brother's way.I know, and 
am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that there is nothing unclean of itself: but to him 
that esteemeth any thing to be unclean, to him it is unclean. But if thy brother be 
grieved with thy meat, now walkest thou not charitably. Destroy not him with thy 
meat, for whom Christ died. 


Romans 14: 13-15 


Therefore As children of God let us count up the cost and not rush into major 
decisions that will affect us, our family and the people who will be affected by 
our decisions. Also as leaders we shouldn’t be in a hurry to make a decision and 
fill a position until we are sure we have heard from God. Because sometimes we 
will be sadly sorrowful we did. And if we are sorrowful just think of the people 
who had their trust in us. 


Wherefore the rather, brethren, give diligence to make your calling and election 
sure: for if ye do these things, ye shall never fall: 
2 Peter 1:10 


Now when it comes to volunteering I have learned not to worry about folks who 
are just sitting there it might be for two reason. J. They did not know you have a 
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position open. 2. They are truthful, honest and have integrity and they do not 
want to be the cause of your ship going down. 





When we as children of God, or out of place, and out of the Will of God it just 
doesn’t affects us it also affects families. Families begin to struggle and hurt, 
businesses that should prosper do not prosper to its full capacity that they could 
be prospering. But, God can change all of the struggling, hurting and non- 
prospering just simply by Girting our Loins with Truth. 


Isaiah said, “Come and let us (you and God) Reason Together.” 


Wash you, make you clean; put away the evil of your doings from before mine 
eyes; cease to do evil; Learn to do well; seek judgment, relieve the oppressed, 
Judge the fatherless, plead for the widow. Come now, and let us reason together, 
saith the Lord: though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 
though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool. If ye be willing and 
obedient, ye shall eat the good of the land: But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be 
devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it. 


Isaiah 1:16-20 


And Jesus said, “Take My yoke upon you, and learn of Me”. 


Come unto me, all ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 
Take my yoke upon you, and learn of me; for I am meek and lowly in heart: and 
ye shall find rest unto your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light. 


Matthew 11:28-30 


After we come, reason and learn it is like the building of a house, it starts with a 
firm foundation. Moreover, I heard one preacher say, “If our foundation is built 
on the Fruit of the Spirit then our foundation is solid.” 


But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, 
faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. 
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Galatians 5;22-23 


Furthermore, beloved children of God and soldiers in God’s Army, we are only 
ready for battle when our loins are Girted with the Belt of Truth. 


Every day Paul was constantly around Roman soldiers where he first began to 
see first naturally and then spiritually what he called, “The Armor of God.” Paul 
notice that the belt was made of metal and thick heavy leather and was the 
carrying place for The Roman soldier’s sword. The belt also had a protective 
piece that hung down in the front. And it was the Roman soldier’s belt that held 
all of the pieces of the Roman soldier’s armor together. 


And as children of God when we start our day in The Counsel of the Lord, God’s 
Word, The Bible and we line up with the Word of God and we walk, talk and live 
in truth then we are ready for whatever the devil throws our way. 
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Chapter 3 
The Breastplate of Righteousness 





and having on the breastplate of righteousness; 
Ephesians 6:14b 


According to The Counsel of the Lord, The Word of God, God’s Word, The 
Bible, Paul tells us to have on The Breastplate of Righteousness. The 
Breastplate of Righteousness is entirely the righteousness of Jesus which He 
gives us freely when we accept Him as our Savior. 


For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made 
the righteousness of God in him. 
2 Corinthians 5:21 


For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift 
of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. 


Ephesians 2:8-9 


And be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but 
that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by 
faith: 


Philippians 3:9 


Furthermore, it is Christ’s righteousness that covers and protects us, not our own 
righteousness. The breastplate of righteousness is known to covers other vital 
organs. 


Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the issues of life. 
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Proverbs 4:23 


Therefore, The Breastplate of Righteousness protects us against all of the devil 
accusations and charges. And more importantly God’s righteousness is not made 
up of the good deeds we do. 


As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 
Romans 3:10. 


Nevertheless, when we are righteous we will do good deeds. Paul saw that 
although the Roman soldier’s loins was girt about with truth, they were also 
equipped with The Breastplate of Righteousness. And this piece of armor was 
vital because it protected the Roman soldier’s organs, when the enemy made 
quick and unexpected advances. And, especially when the Roman soldier was not 
quick enough to take up his shield. 


Furthermore, as children of God we have no righteousness apart from that which 
has been given to us by Christ. Qur Breastplate is His Righteousness. And His 
righteousness will never fail. Though we have no righteousness of our own, we 
must still, by His power, choose to do right. Living a right life as well as staying 
rooted and grounded in God’s Counsel. And the right living and the rooted and 
groundness is important and powerful in our discipline, in protecting our heart, 
and in defeating the enemy. 


When we as children of God identify with righteous activities in our life that 
strengthens us we are making sure that we have on The Breastplate of 
Righteousness. And these activities can be as simple as being a witness, telling 
our testimony of the great things God has done for us, attending church service 
regularly, spending time in prayer, reading and meditating in The Counsel of the 
Lord. 


Furthermore as children of God when we identify unrighteous activities in our 
life that weakens us and leave us vulnerable. Vulnerable meaning we take off our 
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Breastplate of Righteousness and sit it down in the corner so it can collect dust. 
Nevertheless, for each of us, this is going to be different and unique. A few 
examples that I found that can weakens us is; watching movies and television 
shows that do not do anything for our spiritual man, watching and listening to the 
news 24 hours a day and 7 days a week, And when we intentionally expose 
ourselves to immoral behavior. There are many more unrighteous activities 
nevertheless, these are just a few activities that will weaken us and leave us 
vulnerable. 


So as children of God let us already have on The Breastplate of Righteousness. 


And that, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep: for now 
is our salvation nearer than when we believed. The night is far spent, the day is 
at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the 
armour of light. Let us walk honestly, as in the day; not in rioting and 
drunkenness, not in chambering and wantonness, not in strife and envying. But 
put ye on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make not provision for the flesh, to fulfil the 
lusts thereof. 


Romans 13:11-14 
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Chapter 4 
Shoes of the Gospel of Peace 





And your feet shod with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 
Ephesians 6:15 


As children of God we must have on comfortable shoes. And the shoes we must 
put on are “gospel shoes” that will allow us to go wherever the Spirit of God 
leads us. In The Counsel of the Lord, The Word of God, The Bible, Apostle John 
says: 


But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby 
know we that we are in him. He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also 
so to walk, even as he walked. 


I John 2:5-6 


And Jesus said: 


My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow me: And I give unto 
them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them 
out of my hand. 


John 10:27-28 


We have to know that even though we are saved and filled with the Holy Spirit 
the enemy will still place obstacles in our path. Nevertheless, when we walk in 
the strength of God’s Word and the leading of the Holy Spirit being obedient and 
advancing the gospel we don’t have to worry but only be confident in this, God 
Got Us. I can hear the Music Director Dr. Tony Wade and the Full Gospel Holy 
Temple Mass Choir singing God ’s Got Me. 


No matter what I face 
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No matter what may come 
I am confident in this 
God's got me 

He's got me 

He's got me 

I am confident in this 
God's got me 


Tam standing here today 
Because of his love and grace 
I am confident in this 

God's got me. 


He knows what I need 
He knows what I need 
God is always looking out for me 


No matter what I face 

No matter what may come 
I am confident in this 
God's got me 


For the Lord shall be thy confidence, and shall keep thy foot from being taken. 
Proverbs 3:26 


Fear thou not; for I am with thee: be not dismayed; for I am thy God: I will 
strengthen thee; yea, I will help thee; yea, I will uphold thee with the right hand 
of my righteousness. 


Tsaiah 41:10 


And hereby we know that we are of the truth, and shall assure our hearts before 
him. For if our heart condemn us, God is greater than our heart, and knoweth all 
things. Beloved, if our heart condemn us not, then have we confidence toward 
God. 


149 


1 John 3:19-21 


Cast not away therefore your confidence, which hath great recompence of 
reward. For ye have need of patience, that, after ye have done the will of God, ye 
might receive the promise. For yet a little while, and he that shall come will come, 
and will not tarry. 


Hebrews 10:35-37 


Furthermore, Apostle Paul saw how the Roman soldier’s feet were fitted with 
sandals called Caligae. Caligae’s were sandals made to help protect the Roman 
soldier’s feet during their long marches into battle. Caligae sandals had extremely 
thick soles and strong leather straps that were wrapped perfectly around the 
Roman soldier’s ankles in a way that protected against blistering. Caligae sandals 
were also known to have had spikes on the bottom to help the Roman soldiers 
have a firm foundation as well as help them stand firm as they traveled and 
battled. 


And as children of God we have Caligae sandals on our spiritual feet called “The 
Gospel of Peace”, which gives us a firm foundation In The Gospel. In addition, 
we have peace in knowing we are secure in what Jesus has done at the cross for 
us. The saints of old use to sing a song called At The Cross. 


At the cross, at the cross 

Where I first saw the light 

And the burden of my heart rolled away, rolled away 
It was there by faith I received my sight 

And now I am happy all the day 


Every day as children of God we should remind ourselves of the hope we have in 
Jesus Christ. Knowing that, because of His sacrifice and our belief in Him, we 
shall not perish but have eternal life. We must not wait until hardship strikes us 
to remind us of our hope, faith, love and salvation in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
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Therefore, every day we should be building our foundation on this blessed hope, 
and we will be able to march through every obstacle the enemy sets in our path. 
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Chapter 5 
The Shield of Faith 





Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the 
fiery darts of the wicked. 


Ephesians 6:16 


As Paul was continuing to list the different pieces of The Armor of God, Paul 
says, “Above all.” And the reason Paul said, “Above all” is because he knew 
about the fiery darts that come from above. And when we say above we are not 
talking about God’s fiery darts. Paul new that the enemy had some fiery darts 
also. 


Therefore when the enemy attacks us with doubt and fear, The Shield of Faith 
turns aside the blow. And when temptations comes, faith keeps us steadfast in 
following Jesus Christ. When we take and use The Shield of Faith, we as 
children of God are able to withstand all the enemies’ fiery darts that he throws 
at us because we believe in God’s Word. 


Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution. 


2 Timothy 3:12 
I can hear that beautiful song, Jt is Well With My Soul. 


When peace like a river attendeth my way 
When sorrows like sea billows roll 
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say 
It is well, it is well with my soul 

It is well (it is well) 

With my soul (with my soul) 

It is well, it is well with my soul 
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Moreover, as children of God our faith is not something that comes from within 
us. It is God’s gift to us. 


For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man that is among you, not 
to think of himself more highly than he ought to think; but to think soberly, 
according as God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. 


Romans 12:3 


Then as we walk with God and spend time in His Counsel, His Word, The Bible 
our faith grows and develops until it becomes a shield, protecting us and allowing 
us to live a victorious life in Christ. 


Paul said: 

IT am crucified with Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in me: 
and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who 
loved me, and gave himself for me. 


Galatians 2:20 


Then at the end of Paul’s life of faith, he declared: 


I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith: 
2 Timothy 4:7 
As children of God that can be our experience as well, as we use The Shield of 


Faith to turn aside everything the enemy throws at us. 


Furthermore, the Roman soldier’s shield was a complex piece of armor. The 
shield, also called a Scutum, was a soldier’s primary defensive weapon. It was 
made of impenetrable wood, leather, canvas, and metal and could be doused in 
water to extinguish the fiery arrows of the enemy. 
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When Paul saw the Roman soldiers shield his Spirit enlighten him on God’s Faith. 
And the more we hear God’s Word, His Counsel we are enlightened in our faith, 
God’s Power and God’s Protection and we remain steadfast and unmovable. 


Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always abounding 
in the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labour is not in vain in 
the Lord. But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 


I Corinthians 15:57-58 


Furthermore, as children of God as the battle rages, we must remember that God 
works all things for good. And He is always true to His promises. 


And we know that all things work together for good to them that love God, to 
them who are the called according to his purpose. 


Romans 8:28 


For all the promises of God in him are yea, and in him Amen, unto the glory of 
God by us. 


2 Corinthians 1:20 


As children of God we should take time to remember the promises of God. 
Before, while and after the fiery darts impact our heart. So that we can extinguish 
them with reminders of God’s goodness over all of our circumstance. 


Be strong and of a good courage, fear not, nor be afraid of them: for the Lord thy 
God, he it is that doth go with thee; he will not fail thee, nor forsake thee. 
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Deuteronomy 31:6 


But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ 
Jesus. 


Philippians 4:19 


Call unto me, and I will answer thee, and show thee great and mighty things, 
which thou knowest not. 


Jeremiah 33:3 


Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding. 
In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths. 


Proverbs 3:5-6 
When we as God children hear, recite, rehearse, speak and believe The Counsel 
of the Lord, The Word of God, The Bible, God’s Promises we put another coat 
of protection on our shield of faith. 


So then faith cometh by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 


Romans 10:17 
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Chapter 6 
The Helmet of Salvation 





And take the helmet of salvation, 
Ephesians 6:17a 


The Helmet of Salvation protects our head. In fact the helmet is perhaps the 
most vital part of the body since it covers our thoughts and the mind. When we 
as children of God have a sure knowledge of our salvation, we will not be moved 
by the enemy’s deceptions. Furthermore, when we are certain that we are in 
Christ with our sins forgiven, we will have a peace that nothing can disturb. 


Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on thee: because he 
trusteth in thee. 


Tsaiah 26:3 


Furthermore, when we have our Helmet of Salvation on us, we can be certain of 
our salvation. 


If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse 
us from all unrighteousness. 


I John 1:9 


And this is the record, that God hath given to us eternal life, and this life is in his 
Son. He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not 
life. 


I John 5:11-12 
Moreover, Paul saw where the Roman soldier’s head was one of his most 


vulnerable areas. And the Spirit of God showed Paul naturally and spiritually that 
one blow to the head would prove fatal to a Roman soldier without his helmet. 
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Furthermore, the Roman soldier’s helmet covers all of the head and most of the 
face. 


And as God’s children today similar to the Roman soldier’s helmet our spiritual 
Helmet of Salvation is the most crucial piece of our armor. In addition too, the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit that enters our heart the moment of our salvation, 
without our Helmet of Salvation all of our other armor is useless. 


It is Salvation that empowers us as God’s children to fight. Our Helmet of 
Salvation also protects us in our weaknesses. Without salvation, there is no 
victory. 


Furthermore, as children of God we have to wear our spiritual Helmet of 
Salvation. And we have to know without a doubt that we are going to heaven 
because of what Christ did for us on the cross. And when we have a knowing in 
our heart not even death can defeat us. And, although we are God’s dear children, 
we all will face extremely dark times. Nevertheless, in these times, our Salvation 
will light our way and carry us home. 
The steps of a good man are ordered by the Lord: and he delighteth in his way. 
Though he fall, he shall not be utterly cast down: for the Lord upholdeth him with 
his hand. 

Psalm 37:23-24 
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Chapter 7 
The Sword of the Spirit 





and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God: 
Ephesians 6:17 


According to The Counsel of the Lord, The Sword of the Spirit is the only 
offensive weapon listed in The Armor of God. All of the other parts of The 
Armor of God are defensive in nature. God’s Word, The Bible, described The 
Sword of the Spirit as living and powerful, and sharper than any two-edged 
sword. 


For the word of God is quick, and powerful, and sharper than any twoedged 
sword, piercing even to the dividing asunder of soul and spirit, and of the joints 
and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart. 


Hebrews 4:12 


Jesus used The Sword of the Spirit as a weapon against the enemy in the 
wilderness. In the book of Matthew chapter 4 every time the enemy came to Jesus 
to lead Him into sin Jesus replied, “Jt Is Written” and proceeded to quote 
Scripture to destroy enemy’s temptations. ***Please read Matthew chapter 4, 
Jesus Temptations in the Wilderness, in your time of study*** 


The Sword of the Spirit is truth. 
Sanctify them through thy truth: thy word is truth. 
John 17:17 


That is why as a child of God it is important that we study The Counsel of the 
Lord, The Word of God, The Bible, The Sword of the Spirit and become 
familiar with All of Its Truths and All of Its Power. David wrote: 
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Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path. 


Psalm 119:105 
Our Sword of the Spirit is both the written and the Incarnate Word. Every other 
piece of armor protects us against attacks. Nevertheless, with The Sword of the 
Spirit, God’s Word, His Counsel enables us to fight and defeat all enemies. Jesus 
Christ our Savior used The Sword of the Spirit to defeat the enemy and we must 
arm ourselves likewise. 


Forasmuch then as Christ hath suffered for us in the flesh, arm yourselves 
likewise with the same mind: for he that hath suffered in the flesh hath ceased 
from sin; That he no longer should live the rest of his time in the flesh to the lusts 
of men, but to the will of God. 


I Peter 4:1-5 


God has given us His children a S-Word(Spiritual Word)(Supernatural 
Word)(Superior Word) and we should get familiar with it every day. And this 
Sword that God has given us will do two things J. Protect us and 2 Destroy our 


enemy and our enemies’ temptations. 


As children of God we must be intentional about reading scripture. Before, while 
and after the enemy attacks. And we should always find time dedicated to reading 
and studying The Word of God. And we should read and study where we are 


free of distractions. One man of God said, “Even if we have to take a sick day 
and immerse ourselves in His Word for the entire day take it by force.” So let 
us as God’s children continue reading, studying, praying, and repeating. Then 
when it is time to face the enemy we are ready to attack by saying, “It Is Written.” 


Blessed is the man that walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly, nor standeth in 
the way of sinners, nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful. But his delight is in the 
law of the Lord; and in his law doth he meditate day and night. And he shall be 
like a tree planted by the rivers of water, that bringeth forth his fruit in his season; 
his leaf also shall not wither; and whatsoever he doeth shall prosper. The ungodly 
are not so: but are like the chaff which the wind driveth away. Therefore the 
ungodly shall not stand in the judgment, nor sinners in the congregation of the 
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righteous. For the Lord knoweth the way of the righteous: but the way of the 
ungodly shall perish. 


Psalm 1 


Only be thou strong and very courageous, that thou mayest observe to do 
according to all the law, which Moses my servant commanded thee: turn not from 
it to the right hand or to the left, that thou mayest prosper withersoever thou 
goest. This book of the law shall not depart out of thy mouth; but thou shalt 
meditate therein day and night, that thou mayest observe to do according to all 
that is written therein: for then thou shalt make thy way prosperous, and then 
thou shalt have good success. Have not I commanded thee? Be strong and of a 
good courage; be not afraid, neither be thou dismayed: for the Lord thy God is 
with thee whithersoever thou goest. 


Joshua 1:7-8 
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Chapter 8 


Prayer 





Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching 
thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints; 


Ephesians 6:18 


Although prayer is not one of the pieces of The Whole Armor of God, yet Paul 
closes his Spiritual ruck sack by saying: 


Praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching 
thereunto with all perseverance and supplication for all saints; 


Ephesians 6:18 


Furthermore, as children of God even though we are clothed with The Armor of 
God, we still need to wash our armor in prayer. For us, the children of God prayer 
brings us into communion and fellowship with Our Father Which Art in 
Heaven. 


Moreover, it is in prayer, were we show our humility and reliance upon God 
before we act or move. As children of God our entire armor should be rooted and 
grounded in His Prayer, His Strength and His Presence. Nevertheless, without 
God’s presence in our life, we are powerless in any fight. Therefore as children 
of God, the majority of our fighting is done on our knees. We are often reminded 
at Full Gospel Holy Temple by Elder Anthony Kemp to always, “spend a lot of 
our time at Knee Bone University” In other words, as children of God we should 
pray and pray without ceasing. And we must know that the One who has won the 
war is with us in the battle. And as children of God we will always see victory 
when we fight in His power called prayer. 


Furthermore, as children God we can touch this power wherever we are. And we 


must know, before we do anything else, we should go to God in prayer. I am often 
reminded of our Sainted Mother in the Gospel, The Evg. Dr. Shirley Murray 
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spoke plain and simple, “It Happened After Prayer.” ***Please read the book 
of Acts chapter 12 and Acts chapter 16 verses 25-34, and your time of study*** 


As His children we should start every day thanking God and asking God for the 
wisdom to make good decisions, and have discipline to stay true to His Word, 
His Council and His Will. Then we should ask God for Spiritual Eyes to See His 
Vision and Spiritual Ears to Hear His Voice for His Direction. 


After this manner therefore pray ye: Our Father which art in heaven, Hallowed 
be thy name.Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done in earth, as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil: For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, for ever. Amen. 


Matthew 6:9-13 


Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might. Put on 
the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the 
devil. For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, 
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual 
wickedness in high places. Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of God, 
that ye may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 


Ephesians 6:10-13 
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